652

Aegislative Assembly,

Tuesday, 21st September, 1920,

Questio P Repulpi Pagf¥2
uestlons : Paper Repulping

Railway Statlon, York e 852

Bills: Land TaxandJ Tax, introduced, 18, 652

Trenauxy Bonds Deficiency, mtroduocd, 1R, .. g-’_)%

e )

Hﬁlh School Act Am.endment report 6852

Bocleties, report .. 852

Road Closure “ 681

Ministerial Statement, Annual Estumtes 1020—21 852

Annusl Estimates, General Debate 852

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—PAPER, REPULPING.

My. ANGELO (for Mr. Duff) asked the
Minister for Mines: In view of the world-
wide shortage, of paper of all kinds, does it
not behove the Government of this State to
provide a simple plant for the purpose of re-
pulping all waste paper from publie offices,
banks, insnrance, municipal, military, and
all other sources, so as to provide a local
supply of even only the cheaper forms of
paper or ecardboard so muech needed at pre-
sent, instead of wastefully destroying same
in the incinerator at East Perth?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
This matter has already received attention,
and a recently formed company has for
some time been receiving waste paper
from the Railway Department, and is ex-
pected shortly to absorb wmost of the other
available supplies,

QUESTION—RAILWAY STATION,
YOREK.

Mr., PICKERING (for Mr. Griffiths)
asked the Minister for Railways: Has any
provigsion been made on the Estimaies to
carry out the promised improvements to the
York railway stationf

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: TImprovements to the approaches at
York Railway Station have been completed,
and ne further work is considered necessary
there at present, nor had any promisc been
made in conneetion therewith.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Land Tax and Income Tax.
2, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.
Introduced by the Premier, and read 2
first time.

BILL—CARRIERS,

Read a third time, and tranemitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

-
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BILL—HIGH SCHOOL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—BUILDING SOQCIETIES.
Report of Committee adopted.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—ANNUAT
ESTIMATES, 1920-21.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.40]: Before the discussion on the
Estimates is resumed, I desire, with the
leave of the House, to make a brief state-
ment. Sinee the Estimates of Revenuve and
Expenditurc were presented to the House
an award of the Arbitration Court has been
delivered by which the expenditure for the
year will be iuncreased very considerably;
certainly the additional expenditure will not
be less than £350,000. Whatever the increase
may be—its amount has not yet been de-
finitely ascertained-—it will be covered by in-
creased railway fares and freights and in-
creased taxation. I thought it better to give
the House this information before the re-
sumption of the diseussion on the Kstimates.

Mr, Troy: You will settle the country
distriets if you Increase railway rates.

The PREMIER: We must increase some-
thing.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-31.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 14th September
on the Treasurer’s Finaneial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates; Mr, Stubbs in the
Chair.

Vote—Legislative Couneil, £915:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.42): In view of the Premier’s
statement ‘regarding increased wages ‘awarded
by the Arbitration Court, I feel hon, mem-
bers realise that additional revenue will have
to be procured. I consider, however, that it
is our duty to discuss the Estimates as they
have been placed before vz, The inereased
wages represent new expenditure of which
the Premier was not aware when presenting
the Estimates to the Committee, and for
which therefore he could not make proyision.
Still, we can only deal with the Estimates for
the year in accordance with the figures which
have been submitted to us. In conneetion
with these Estimates we are in the unfor-
tunate position of not having been furnished
by one solitary department with a report of
the work done during the year 1919-20.
There is not a single report available as a
guide to members in forming their opinions
regarding the expenditure of publie money.
I think this is the first time such a position
has obtained. It has always been considered
that the departmental reports should be in
the hands of members by September. This
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Year, however, possibly becanse the printing
machines are on strike—the printers are not
—we are left without any information what-
ever regarding the work of the varions de-
partments, It is not my intention this after-
noon to deal claborately with the expenditure
for the past year. That subject was dealt
with fully on the Address-iu-reply, and noth-
ing is to be gained by extending the de-
bate in that direction during the diseussion
of these Estimates. We have principally to
look to the future. At the same time it is
necegsary that we should direet our atten-
tion to one or two matters affecting the
finances of the past year, The Premier
dealt at some length with the prosperity of
the State. With the optimism character-
istic of him, he conld not leave the millions
out of his caleulations,

The Premier: They are there, so you can-
not complain, ,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But they would
have been there whether the present Premier
or any other were in office.

The Premier: Not quite so many.,

~_Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
ferred to by the Prémier are millions re-
ceived from the products of the labours of
the .community, and have not been brought
about by striet economy or any speeial as-
sistapce rendered by the Government. But
unfortunately the Premier based his state-
menf, prineipally on the imports and exports,
pointing out that the imports of 1919-20 ex-
ceeded by so many millions those of 1918-
19, while the exports had inereased consider-
ably more than the imports, Consequently,
he argued, the Btate must be prosperous. Let
us examine the position. In 1918-19 the
whole of our warehouses were stocked with
‘the products of the country. Wheat sheds
and wool stores were full, awaiting the ar-
rival of ships. Timber stacks were piled uwp
wherever there was a sawmill, The whole of
our products for the preceding year or two
were in store awaiting shipment, During
* last year the bulk of those products were sent
away. Our wheat sheds and wool. stores are
now empty, and our timber stacks have been
considerably redueced. In consequence, the
valng of our exports has inereased econsider-
ably, not on aceount of increased prosperity,
but solely becanse - of shipping having at
last become available to take away our ae-
cumulated produets. Apart from the in-
creased value of our imports and exporis at-
tributable to the release of the aceumulation
awaiting ghipment, nearly the whole of the
inereared value of exports and imports has
‘been due to inereased cost of commodities.
There is scarcely an article imported or ex-
ported the value of which has not consider-
ably increased during the last 12 months.
Therefore, there are but few people in West-
ern Australia who have reaped any benefit
from the alleged prosperity relied upon by
the Premier. It is true that a small minority
has prospered by the opportunity for making
inercased profits. The farmer has made in-
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creased profits through the increased price of
wheat, and in the same way the mill owner
has henmefited through the increased price of
timber, Bo, too, has the pastoralist gained
by the increased priee of wool. But where
does the great majority of the people come
in? After due inquiry the Arbitration Court
has been impelled to inerease wages. Why?
Becauge there has been a large inerease in
the cost of commodities, and the great ma-
jority of the people, instead of reaping ad-
vautage by the increased value of our ex-
ports and imports, are really worse off to-day
than ever before. That being so, the Pre-
mier is not justified in trying to lead the
conntry to believe that there is general pros-
perity and that it is dve principally to ex-
perts and imports.

The Premier: 1 have explained that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier, in_
his Budget speech, explained that he had
received in revemue £560,733 more than he
had cstimated to receive. Omne would have
thought that the Government, on receiving
so muech additional revenue, would have en-
deavoured to make both ends approximate,
if mot actually, meet. But we find that the
expenditure exceeded the estimate by
£540,608, very mnearly theé total amount of
inereased revenue. It might appear on the
face of it that the Premier received approxi-
mately £20,000 excess of revenue over ex-
penditure. But we have'to bear in mind
that the cost of eollecting the ing¢reased rev-
enue was very small indeed, for the reason
that, (uring 1919-20, the revenue regeived
from taxation, including that received from
the Commonwealth, exceeded the estimate by
£160,048, ont of a total increased revenue
of £560,733. The cost of collecting this
increased  revenue from t{axation was
infinitesimal. The siaff remained the same,
and there was indeed nc additional expense
to the eountry, If we deduct from the total
inereased revenue this amount of £160,048,
which cost nexi to nothing to collect, we find
that the Premier expended £540,608 to ob-
tain an additional revenue of £400,685, And
wo are asled fo regard this as good business!
It reminds us of the business acumen and
ability of which the electors heard se muth
during the Labour Administration, when the
country was told that all that was required
was to displace the Labour party from the
Treasury benches and supplant that party
by men possessed of business seumen and
ability--in which the Labour party were so
lacking—when our deficit would be removed,
our finances become bouyant, and the State
prospercus from end to ehd. We have evi-
dence here that, by business acumen and
ability, the Government have expended
£540,608 to earn an additional revenue of
£400,685! If we go on in this way our
deficit is -likely to Tbecome considerably
greater tham it is to-day.

Mr, O'Loghlen: In building up any dig
business you have to. suffer a loss at the
start.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: During the debate
on the Addressin-reply several members
complained that the increase in railway
rates, fized during the recess, was consider-
ably above the amoant required to pay the
increased wages which the Government said
were responsible for the increase in the rates,
Hon, members pointed out that the Govern-
ment were making considerably increased
revenue from the increased rates,

The Premier; Oh no, nothing of the sort.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister for
Mines was put up te make hom, members
believe that such was not the case. We told
him by interjections that the Government’s
own organ, the ‘‘West Australian,”’ had
published the figures prior to the debate,
that the figures used by hon. memhers Wwere
the figures given by the departmental offie-
jals to the ¢‘West Australian,’’ and that
those figures ought fo be correet, since they
were given in detail. The Premier, in de-
livering his Budget speech, said— )

My colleague, the Minister for Mines,
has already given a defalled explanation

of the position of the finances of the bus-

iness coneerns generally, With special re-
ference to the Railway Department’s fig-
ures. It is nmot my intention to-night to
enlarge on those figures.
It is true that the Minister for Mines, in
this Chamber, speaking for abeut 20 min-
utes, tried to show that hon. members were
wrong in their criticism. He beecame rather
.excited over an interjection by the member
for Irwin (Mr, Gardiner) who suggested
that the Government were ineurring a very
jarge expenditure to earn a considerably
smaller sum. The Minister declared that
snech was not the ease, thai the wages had
increased by a far larger sum than that
gtated in the ‘‘ West Australian.’’
fortunately for the Minister, a question was
asked in the Gouneil, in answer fo which
another Minister used figures different from
those used here and different alse from those
published in the Press. Therefore it is diffi-
cult to discover exactly where we are in rte-
gard to the railway figures. The Minister
for Mipes, in his detailed explanation, used
these words—

Having regard io the faet that the in-
creased price of coal represented £32,000,
and that £182,000 was absorbed in in-
creased wages and salaries, over which we

had mno control, while the increased
cost of nmaterial represented another
£181,000——

The total of these figures amounts to £395,-
000. This is the reason, given by the Minister
for Mines in his detailed explanation, for the
snerease in railway fares imposed last yedr.
He said that we received only somewhere
about £240,000 for an expenditure of
£395,000. Hon. members, I think, went away
fairly well convineed that the statement pob-
lished in the f¢West Australian’’ was ineor-
rect. They thought the Minister for Mines
had made out a good case, and that it was
necessary to increase the raiiway charges be-

But, un- -
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cause of the very largely increased expendi-
ture. But since that date we have had later
information. We have had the Budget
speech. The Premier, in dealing with bus-
iness undertakings, used these words—
‘Turning from revenue to expenditure it
will be seen that we estimated £2,293,873,
whereas the actual expenditure was
£2,586,383, an increase of £292,510. This
was due principally to railways £263,302,
brought about by increased wages ani
cost of stores.
Which is correct, the statement of the Min-
ister for Railways that the amount was
£305,000 or the statement of the Premier in
his Budget spesch delivered last week that
the amount was £263,3029% How can we
form an opinion as to which is correct? The
Premier’s figures are later than those of
the Minister for Railways, and I think mem-
bers can rest assured that the Premier
merely quoted the figures supplied to him
by the departmental officials and that his
figures must be correct. An excuse might
be made that the Minister for Railways did
not intend to inglude Cellie coal, but only
wages and s{ores, Even if allowance is
made for Collie coal, the figures of the Min-
ister for Railways are still £100,000 above
those of the Premier. This shows that the
department supplies figures in order to suit
the particular needs of the oeccasion. The
Minister wag wrong in quoting figures for
the express purpose of misleading members
go far as the increase was concerned. I ask
the Premier to tell us which is right. Was
he right in quoting the amount as £263,000,
or was the Minister for Railways right in his
total of £395,000% One or the other must
he wrong; which is wrong, T shall leave it
to the Premier to say. I made a few re-
marks just now with regard to taxation. I
intend to veview for a few moments the
amount which was accepted by way of taxa-
tion during the year 1918-20, Including
the amount received from the Common-
wealth, the Treasurer received £327,536 more
revenue by way of taxation during the last
financial year than was received in the pre-
ceding year. This revenue cost very little to
colleet. The amount received was £436,200
more than was received in 1915-16, the last
year in which the Labour Government held
office. 'We do not forget the rash and un.
called for statements made against the La-
Bour party hecaugse they could not make
both ends meet. We do not forget that the
very reagon why the members now occupy-
ing the Treasury benches were put there wag
in order to richt the finances beeanse the
Vabour party had ineurred a defieit. Though
the present Government received by way of
taxation which cost scarcely anything to
collect £436,200 more than was received by
the Labour Government in their last year of
office, the present Government finished up
with a deficit for the year of £668,224, or
about double that incurred by the Labour
party during their last year of office. This
increased deficit is the outcome of the busi-
ness acumen and ability of the present Gov-
ernment.
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The Premier interjected.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: [ admit that the
Premier would like to hear as little as pos-
sible abont the increased deficit.

The Premier: No, I do not mind.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No doubt the
Premier iz afraid@ that the people will pre-
sently realise the true position of the State’s
finances, ’

The Premier: We are not a bit afraid;
we shall tell them.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: And the people
will realise what a blunder they made in
1916 when they put on the Treasury benches
gentlemen who could not keep their deficit
within double the amount of the deficit in-
curred by the Labour*party.

The Premier:. It is all due to interest on
your loan moneys.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I might add to
the Premier’s* remark that a very large
amount of loan expenditure on the part of
the Lahour Goverament was due to legisla-
tion introduced by members now on* the
Treasury henches for the purpose of frying
ie influence the vetes of electors, which ob-
ject they failed to achieve. I have not yet
finished with the deficit. The total deficit
on the 30th June, 1920, amounted to
£4 086,705, an increase since the Labour
party left office of £2,725,740.

The Premier: That is just half; you had
the otber half, you know.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Labour party
had six yeara of office and, during that
period, they built up a deficit of £1,360,000,
while the financial geninses who took the
responsibility of governing the ecouniry on
account of the lack of experience and bnsi-
ness fcumsen and ability on the part of the
Labour party have built up in four years
a deficit of not £1,360,000 but £2,725,740,
In other words, the present Government in
four years have piled up double the deficit
whichr the Labour Government incurred in
gix years,

The Premier:- What did yon contribute
to the sinking fund?® . )

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Al that was due
tn the sinking fund., T will tell the Premier
about the sinking fund presently.

The Premier: TYou did not -contribute
much.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: These figures
prove conclugively that the present Govern-
ment have been a failure in managing the
finances of the State. Where is the Press
to-day? Where are the columns which they
previously deveted to denounking the La-
bour Government$

Mr. Lutey: They are devoted now to de-
nouncing the Queensland Government,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : There is no
donbt that the Press, for their own honour,
are to-day afraid to give the people true
statements with regard to the financial posi-
tion of the Btate as compared with the posi-
tion in 1916. If they bad done so, the pre-
sent Government would have very little fur-
ther time to spend on the Treasury benches.
Some of the people are beginning to realise
the seriousmess of the position, The silence

655

of the Press is convineing them to a large
extent, and I am satisfied that, in March
next, there will be a change of Government.
Mr. O’Loghlen: The FPremier is the one
white-haired boy in the world with the
i*West Australian,’’ The king ean do ro
wrong. . )
The Premier: What about the ‘ Worker’’{
Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: This would not
be so bad if there were any indicationa that
an improvement was likely to be effected.
We can overlook the past to a very large
extent. Many of ns are well aware of the
difficulties which have confronted the State
during recent years. Members on this side
of the House realise the difficulties due to
rought and war during the four years that
the Yabowr party held office. The present
Giovernment have had two years of war and
one vear of peace, but they have failed o
lay before usz anything to indicate even the
prospect of an improvement in connection
with the finances of the State. The Rsti-
mates before us show that the CGovernment
this year expeect to receive the largest
amount of revenus that has ever been re-
ceived in the history of the State. If figures
are a true index, we must of necessity ex-
perience progperity but, unfortunately, in-
stead of prosperity, the outlook is black se
far as the public finances are concerned.
'Though the Government estimate to receive
such a large revenue, very little endeavonr
is hoing made to keep the expenditure some--
where near fo the amount of the ravenue..
The more money the Government pet, the
more they will spend. They @c not hother
about their debts. Their debis are things:
of the past and eventually, no doubt, the
Government will bring down a Bill to en-
tble them to fulfil one of the promises they-
made to the electors, namely, to wipe out
the defieit. The Government will bring
down a Bill to fund the deficit, to attach-
it to the loar indebtedness of the State and
thus wipe it out; and they will then tell*
the péople that, though there was a defleit-
when they took office, a deficit no longer
exists, The amount estimated to be received

‘this year is £6,606,404 or £742,903 in excess:

of the .amount for last year, With such a
large revenue as this, should the Govern-
ment anticipate ending the finaneial year-
with a large deficit? TIs it right that the:
State should continue to have a deficit when
the revenue is increasing g0 abundantly as:
the Premier’s Estimates reveal? This-
amount of revenue will exceed by £1,687,965"
the amount received by the Labour Govern-
ment during their last year of office, Yet-
the present (overmment cannot make ends-
meet, Still the Government cannot get any-
where near to placing our finances on a
sound and solid footing, If the Labour
Government had enjoyed this amount of~
revenie when they were in office; they would”
have made things bum.

Mr. Pickering: Quite sol

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The Labour Gov-
ernment would have shown a surplus, and®
there would have been prosperity from one-
end of the State to the other.



636

The Premier: When you were in office you
had a soup kitchen, )

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: And there would
have been no difficulty in carrying out the
works required by our friends on the eross
henches if we had received so Jarge a re-
venue. We would bave shown something
for it. True, as the Premier interjected,
we lhad a soup kitchen. There were thou-
sands of people in the State at that time
whom the Govermment saved, and the sav-
ing of those people has heen the salvation
of the State. We had a disastrous drought
for which we had to make provision. A
war was raging, which militated against the
steeess of our work, but drought and war
Qi1 not place the Labour Government in
such a disadvantagecus position as has beén
the cxperience of the present Government
during years of war and peace, The Gov-
ernment expect to end the prosent financial
‘xear with an additional deficit of £399,707.

fter receiving, in rvound figures, £743,000
more than they reeeived last year and
£1,687,965 more than was received hy the
Labour Government, the present Govern-
ment cannot keep their defieit within the
limits of the Labonr party’s deficit in 1916,
but they countemplate a further deficit of
£399,707, T repeat—-for we should not for-
get those statements which were made so
frequently during the period of the Labour
adwministration—thiz shows the good - busi-
ness acumen and ability of the present Gov-
erhment,

Mr, Mungie: An ability for ineurring de-
fieits. .

Tlon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
estimate that, at the end of the present
finaneinl year, the deficit will have attained
the larpe proportions of £4,486,412, a sum
whicl exeeeds the whole of the revenue re-
eeived by the Labour Government during
their last year of office. What -is there to
show for it? Can the Government point to
any monumental works for which they have
been responsible, or to any railways or mew
harbours (exeept a Jittle additional work at
Bunbury), or to any new water supplies?
They koow well that doring the Labour ad-
ministration water supplies were provided
throughout the length and.breadth of the
State, harbour works were heing con-
structed, and railways were being built to
the estent of huondreds of miles,

My, Johnston: Those were the days.

Mr. Wilson: You were with us then.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: We do not hear
very much talk of business acumen and
ahility to-day. The Premier has dropped

that.

The Premier: T never mentioned it in my
life. -

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: His colleagues
did. He represented that party, and must
tuke responsibility for ecertain things for
which he is not actually responmsible. The

Government have now made another dis-
covery. If -is necessary that our friends
opposite should have an exeuse for their at-
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terupt to fool the publie- by showing that
something new has transpired from that
which oveeurred in connection with the pre-
vigus administration. They have discovered
that there is such g thing as a sinking fund;
they are saving money and banking it.
This i8 the deficit. ‘‘How can we expect,’’
suys the Premier, ‘‘to make both ends meet
when we have to subscribe so much te the
sinking fund? If we had now the amount
paid into the sinkiug fund our deficit would
bu gone. The people of the Bastern States
did not know we had a ginking fund until
I told them about it. They pointed out to
us,’’ continued the Premier, f‘that we were
in a bad financial way in Western Australia,
hut I told them we had a sinking fund, and
they were satisfied that everything was right.
They Aid not know anything about it he-
fore.”’ Was there anything said about 2
sinking fund when the Labdur Government
were in office? Was it not stated then that
the sinkiog fund was a just payment from
Cousolidatedl Revenue to meet an undertak-
ing entered into with our bond holders?
Was it not pointed out that to keep our
State from going bankrupt this sinking fund
must be paid? We would not have obtained
any money at all but for the sinking fund,
It is true we were the only State that had a
sinking fund, but, unless the payments Lad
heen kept up cach year, there would be no
chanee for Western Australia getting on the
London market for the purpose of obtaining
mairey with which fo develop the Stfate.
What a how! there was when the present
Minister for Mines, as Premier of the Lab-
ogur Government, proposed that during the
war an endeavour should he made to cease
the payments to the sinking fund! They
gaid, ‘*Yon are besmirching the name of the
State. This i3 confiseation. No one but
niembers of the Labour party would bring
ferward such a proposition. You are break-
ing faith with those who lent you money.?”’
To-day we hear nothing but ‘‘sinking fund,
sinking fund, sinking fund.’’ Tt is like the
slogan of the member for Moore (Sir H. B.
Lefroy}, ‘“produce, produce, produce.’’ The
Premier is now saying, ‘‘sinking fund, sink-
ing fund, sinking fund.’’ . He save, ““If we
did not pay into our sinking fund we would
bave no deficit.”’ That is his sole execuse
so far as the deficit is concerned.

Dr'[r. Johnston: A very important poing
too!

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is not an im-
portant point. Tt is a just recognition of an
undertaking entered into by those who bor-
rowed money in past years to carry on the
development of the State. Tt should not be
congidered in the light of a set-off against
the defieit. It never was eonsidered in that
light previously.

The Premier: It is a comforting thing to
know that we have one,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The deficit has in-
creased doring the last four vears by domble
the amount the Government have snbseribed
to the sinking fund. The Premier desired
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lo make out a good case and maké the
amount paid to the sinking fund, with in-
terest caleulated, correspond with the pre-
sent deficit, and has taken into comsideration
the amount contributed by the Lahour
(iovernment.

The Premier: I made, that clear; it was
the interest paid om it but not the amount
paid.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: The amount paid
and the accrued intereat.,

The Premier: No, not the amount paid.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He should take
that factor into econsideration, If it had not
been that the Labour Government had to
pay into this sinking fund, instead of their
having a deficit at the end of 1916 they
wonld have had a surplug of many hundreds
of thousands of pounds.

The Premier: You never paid a penny to
the sinkiug fund on your loans, I am surve.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premicr is not
paying a single peuny to the sinking fund
on his own loans,

The Premier: He is on yours.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: I know the Pre-
mier is. He has assets against the sinking
fund on those leans, The Government have
no right to make this a bogey for the pur-
pose of relieving them of their responsibili-
ties in regard to placing our finances in a
sound condition, Our sinking fund is a just
claim upon the Consclidated Revenue. Money
must be contributed to it, and no one knows
that better than the Premier.

The Premier: Are we not doing so?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIIN: The Premier has
the answer of the hankers in London. The
interest in conmection with the London and
Wostminster Bank will show what the Gov-
ermmnent have fo pay in that direction.
Would it not be better for the Government
to tell the people honestly and straight out
what a howling mess they have made of the
finances?

The Premier: It would not be true.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Would it not be
better for the Government to say, ‘*We are
not the genuises we led you fo believe we
were, and we have not that business acumen
and ability that our recent pledges led you
to believe we were possessed of. The finaneial
position is worse than ever, We are unable
to stem the tide.’’ If the Premier and his
colleagues would plaee the true facts of the
position before the public there is no doubt
that the electors would respect them for ad-
mitting that they were failures in matters
of finance.

The Premier: T am looking up some of
yonr figures; they are most interesting.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I also looked up
some of the Premier’s figures. 1 de not in-
tend to take up much time in dealing with
the various departments. I notice an in-
crease in the expenditure upon the Univer-
gity. The University comes under a special
Act. Have the Government ever consulted
the Crown Law Department as to whether
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there is any power to increase a vote uunder
2 special Act?

Tha Premier: T think we have.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier may
have, T remember a e¢ase, which was tried
before our courts, where similar words were
used in regard to payment that are used in
contiection with the University Aect, and it
was decided by the Court that the amount
mentioned was the amount that would have to
be paid, no more and no less. Whether that

~deeision would apply in this insfance I do not

know, If it does, thiz amount could not be
increased unless it came under the vote of a
department. If T am wrong in this the Pre-
mier can yunickly aseertain the right posi-
tion. Although the Government have found
money for increasing by £1,500 the Univer-
sity grant, they have reduced the payments
to the Perth Hospital by over £5,000. Those
who require special attention, who are sick
and who are too weak to look after fhem-
gelves, are being neglected, while the Uni-
veraity, because influential gentlemen are in
charge of it, has its grant indreased. No
Gevernment will ever have my vote to fur-
ther increase the University grant unless the
system of management of that institution is
liberalised toc a greater extent than it is te
day.

Mr. Foley: We started the University 200
years too soon, .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We started thHe
University, but we have no say in its man-
agement, Until the system is liberalised I
will mever vole for any extension of the
grant. The Premier’s Depariment iz alsoe
growing. It was thought that this depart-
ment was only necessary as a means of ex-
change for the other departments. There is
no work to do there, for the other depart-
ments have to earry out all the work that is
required in the Premier’s Department. For
years past it has been considered that it was
quite unnecessary to build vp a large depart-
ment under the Premier. Notwithstanding
this, the officers have inereased in number.
In practising his economies the Premier
should set the first example in his own office.

The Premier: We have done so.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Lands Depart-
ment shows a large inerease. in exzpendi-
ture. It may be said that this ig brought
ahout through the Soldiers’ Settlement
Scheme, but that comes under a special vote
in another portion of the Estimates. There
is an inerease there from £59,816 in 1919-20,
to £74,366 in 1920-21, There is also a large
inerease in the temporary staff. We were
told that this office was over-manned, and
there was not snfficient work there to keep
the staff employed. Notwithstanding this
there is a sum of £8,422 provided for the
temporary staft of the Lands Department in
excess of the amount provided last year. It
is time that close attention was paid to this
department. T would draw special atemtion
to the Agricultural Bank, Industries Assigt-
ance Board and Scldier Settlement Bati-
mates. There are ng fewer than 200 officials
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¢mployed in this department. It is the
largest department in the State outside the
Railway Department. It is time we had a
Royal Comunission to inquire info it.

Mr, Troy: 1Tt is a pretty active one,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It ought to be
with the number of officials it employs. Has
the Industries Asgistance Board more work
to do now than it had in 1915-16%

Mr, Troy: It has less.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN.
the staff is increasing.

Mr, Troy: There is the soldier settlement
work, ’

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:

Of gourse, and yet

T am dealing with

the Industries Assistance Board. We
had an account from the Premier the
other day to show how many hun-

dreds of farmers had gome off the board.
There were thousands in 1816-17 whe were
doing business with the department. The
numbers are being reduced almost daily and
ret we find that in the Agrieultural Bank,
which has control almost, so far as the board

- iz concerned, there are mo fewer than 197
officials,. It is necessary that due inquiry
ahould Le made there, and I would advise the
department to take a lesson from the State
Bavings Bank, which does as much business,
and which has nothing like the same staff.
There is one notable increase in the mumber
of officers, and that is in the Audit Depart-
ment. No doubt the appointments that have
been made there are mecessary; the position
of the State finances is such that closer in-
spection than before is tequired. No doubt
hon. members will welcome the additional
staff which has been apponited there beeause
a clogser serutiny is bound to be kept over
the expenditure. I notice that the Edueation
Department, . shows an increase of £41,792.
At times it has been regarded as almost
sacrilege in this House to refer te fhe ex-
penditure incurred by the FEducation Depart-
ment. Two years ago, when dealing with
this Aepartmont on the Estimates, I suggested
that a Royal Commission should be appointed
to inquire into the manner in which the de-
partment was being econducted.

Mr. Gardiner: Tt -was practically promised.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was. 1 sng-
gested that the eommission shouid be com-
posed of men -who thoroughly undersiood
the svbjeet of education, and that its per-
sonnel should include ome or two teachers.
If that commission had been appointed, T
am confident that the result would have
meant a saving of some thousands of pounds.

Mr, Gardiner: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There will be no
improvement so far as the expenditure of the
Fducation Department is coneerned until due
inquiry has been made. I am not one of
those who refuse to spend money on edusa-
tion, but what I do require is that we should
see that the money is spent in the right dir-
eetion.

Mr. Hud=zon: We want to get our money’s
worth. -

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. 'W. C, ANGWIN: I have had my at-
tention drawn to the faet that in many

_ small districts thousands of pounds could be

saved, and it is in dircetions suech as that
that the Royal Commission could conduct its
investigations. Our Public Works Depart-
ment to-day is almhost dead. Its Estimates
will show clearly that it is not proposed to
spend anything on public worka. The Min-
ister for Mines might look inte the Analyti-
cal Department. Where is the necessity for
increaged expenditure there? The Common-
wealth, T understand, have taken their ana-
lytical work from the State Government; yet
we find an increase in the expenditure of the
fitate Department.

Mr. Pickering: There are two separate de-
partments to-day,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Three years ago
there was only one. Now we find that there
is an increase of close on £1,000. The Pre-
wier asked hon. members to keep their at-
tention on business undertakings and trad-
ing concerns, and he added that that was
the weak spot. The member for Irwin (Mr.
Gardiner), when Treasurer, pointed to the
trading concerns aa the one bright spot. The
Treasurer, to-day, however, regards the spot

as a black one.

Mr. Gardiner: The steamers were earning
geod money in those times. .

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It i3 the Premier’s
intention to endeavour, se far asz possible,
to keep the belief he has, well before the
people and the Press of the State, the belief
that the business undertakings are almost on
the verge of bankruptcy. Hon. members will
note that the Government have shifted their
ground 2 little from the position which ex-
isted in former days. Previously we had
‘‘trading conecerns,”’ To-day we have '‘bus-
incss undertakings and trading concerns,’’
They are combined at the present time. Tt
was the Labour party who started some of
the trading concerns, and consequently those

coneerns were more liable to condem-
nation than the Dbusiness undertakings
started prior to the TLabour Adminis-

tration. The Premier to-day brackets them
and he has no desire to support them. I
have taken the opportunity to look through
the figures of some of the business uwnder-
takings because the Premier has drawn onr
particglar attention to them. I would like
hon. members to look at the last page of the
volume of ‘‘Hansard’’ issued to-day; they
will there sze a correction of one of the re-
turns—that dealing with business nndertak-
ings—wlich was submitted by the Treasurer
with the Financial Statement. For the infor-
mation of members, I will refer to the bus-
iness undertakingas as they appear on the
LEstimates. The first ias the Avondale Estate,
which ghows a surplus of £1,686. The Butter
Factories show a surplus of £495, Govern- |
ment Refrigerating Works £51, Kalgootlie
Abattoirs—

The Premier: You did not establish any
of those.
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Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: I am merely put-
ting the position before members, The Kal-
govrlie Abattoirs show a surplus of £1,641,
Metropolitan Abattoirs and Saleyards a sur-
plus of £9,489, the Perth City Markets a sur-
plus of £919, and the Albany Cold Stores
paid their expenses. I want an explanation
so far as the .Albany Cold Stores are con-
cerned. Last year there was expended in
conneetion with these cold stores £1,071.
Heon. members are aware that at Albany an
éngineer has to be employed; the chambers
must be kept cool, and I desire to know how
these stores can be run for £400 a year. The
estimated revenue is the same as last year,
£400, but the expenditure has been reduced
from £1,071 to £400. The Premier should
certainly give us an explanation so far as
the cold stores are coneerned. The Moola
Bulla Aberigines Cattle Station shows a de-
ficit of £2,583. Why? Cattle are bringing
a high price, and for years this station has
shown a profit. Why should there be a de-
ficit now§ The previous year it showed a
loss of £328. It is necessary that closer at-
tention should be paid to this concern. Wa
should certainly know the reason for its fail-
ure, remembering that other people engaged
in this trade are making large profits. In
connection with the Goldfields Water Sap-
Ply, the figures given on the Estimates show
a surplus of £60,386, but in the estimated
expenditura there has beem set aside ouly
£24,403 towards interest and sinking fund.
The footnote, however, seta out that the
interest and sinking fund is approximately
£177,500. This shows that there is a loss on
the undertaking of £92,000. What I want to
know is5, who is contributing the interest
and sinking fund? Are the agricultural dias-
tricts contributing anything? There are the
towns of Northam, Toodyay, Beverley, and
York, which are supplied from this source,
and there is nothing in the Estimates to
show that those places are contributing auny-
thing towards the undertaking. Next we
come to the Metropolitan Water Supply.
That shows a surplus of £73,387, and this,
like the Goldfields Water Supply, only pro-
vides for an expenditure of £97,213, and in-
cluded in that amount is a sum of £33,610
for interest and sinking fund. Aceording
to the footnote, the total interest and sinking
fund is approximately £76,600. Seeing that
there has been provided £33,510, there would
be a surplus on the year’'s working of
£30,297. - In view of that Iarge surplus,
ghould we not be justified in asking why the
water rate has beer inereased by 2d. in the
pound? It is the only increase, outside that
of the railways, that the Government have
imposed. Here is an undertaking which, ae-
cording to the  (Government’s figures, shows
a profit of £30,000 and the Government have
the audacity to increase the rate by 2d, in the
pound, [ believe in every undertaking meet-
ing its liabilitiés so far as possible, but the
Government shonld serve all people alike;
they should not penalise one section for the
purpose of affording relief to another. They
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should not relieve the peuple of Beverley,
Northam, andéd York and ask the people of
the metropolitan area to contribute an addi-
tional sum to Consolidated DRevenue, It

is a wrong poliey and it should
be adjosted as soon as possible, It
is unfair treatment of the metropolitan
area, The next item is ‘*Othér hydrautic

undertakings chargeable to rtevenue,’’ and it
showa a defieit of £12,067. This refers to
waoter supply of towns and development gen-
erally, and thercfore T econsider that the
term ‘‘business undertaking’’ is a mignomer
in thig particular case. No undertaking can
be classed as a buginess undertaking unless
the full charges are met by direct votes from
the Treasury. Outside metropolitan water
supply and sewerage, the Estimates deo not
show what interest and sinking fund are pro-
vided. As regards the trading concerns
under the State Trading Concerns Aect, in-
terest and sinking fund are provided in svery
case, In the case of ‘¢Other hydraulic under-
takinga chargeable to revenue,’’ and busi-
ness undertakings generally, no doubt the
surplug and a little more will be eaten up
by interest and sinking fund, The State bat-
teries have done splendidly, and it is antiei-
pated that they wul do splendidly during
the current year. A State battery cannot be
congidered a husiness undertaking. TYn the
back country its purpose is to open up new
fields and to assist mining developmen: gen-
erally, The State batteries show a deficit of
£1,826. Undertakings wused for develop-
mental purposes cannot be carried on from
a purely business point of view. The Pre-
mier and his friends, who are trying to con-
demn the undertakings from the finaneial
standpoint, should never forget that such
works as goldfields water supply, State bat-
teries, hydraulic undertakings, and so forth,
are used very largely to develop the State.
What would our railways be to-day if the
Government had inereased fares and freights
by 80 per cent, as has been done in Eng-
land? We should have no deficit them, per-
haps; but still we should not let the cus-
tomers of our railways have the use of them
—except perhaps in extreme cases in the
back eountry, each of which should be con-
sidered on its merits—unless they pay the
actual cost of the service rendered. Yanda-
nooka estate shows a surplus of £2,000. The
dairy farm at Claremont shows a deficit of
£650, but it supplied milk and other food-
stuffa to the Claremont institution of a value
of £1,700. If eredit were given for that, the
dairy would show a profit of £1,050., How-
ever, I never looked to the dairy for a pro-
fit. That dairy was established for the ex-
press purpose of farnishing a first class milk
supply for the inmates of our hospitals. The
testimony borne to the good work of the dairy
by the medical men of Ferth, in the matter
of lives saved in the Perth Children’s
Hospital, shows that the value of that under-
taking eanmot be estimated in pounds; shill-
ings, and pence. Now I come to the State
trading concerns, and I wish hon. members
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to realise that these are the concerns under
the State Trading Concerns Act. In every
instance interest and sinking tund have been
provided for these coucerns on the Esti-
wates, and the fHpgures which 1 am about to
quote from the Kstimates are the amounts
remaining, either surplus or, deficit, after
provision of interest and sinking fund. When
we quote figures relating to the State trad-
ing concerns, we often receive the reply,
“‘But louk nt the interest and sinking fund
‘which have to be paid in addition.’’ Let me
reiterate my statement that a Government
undertaking i3 in an entirely different posi-
tion from a private company. A Government
undertaking is asked to pay a dividend from
the start,
dividend until it has made a profit. Dividend
is only intereat, and interest is only dividend;
they are two different names for the same
thing, In very few cases indeed do indus-
tries privately established return dividends
from the very start. Omne does not look for
dividends from such indugtries for the first
year or two. But a State trading concern
has to pay interest from the very ecommence-
ment, and thus it frequently happeng that a
State trading comcern is represented as show-
ing & loss although it is in fact returning a
dividend. The brickworks show a sarplus
of £2,620. The Btate ferries show a surplus
of £1,951, State holels show a surplus of
£6,085; it is anficipated that these will
hand over considerably more than this amount
to the Consolidated Revenue, but that is
the surplus on the year’s figures. The
State Implement Works show a surplus of
£4,530. State quarrvies show a deficit of
£16, The State Steamship Service shaws a
surphus of £3,000, and cxpects to hand over
considerably more than that amount to the
Consolidated Revenue, However, on the
fignres contained in the lstimates the ser-
viee has a surplus of £3,000. in the case of
the State sawmills there is a surplus of
£30,681. The Wyndham freezing works show
a deficit of £103,611, but it is fair to point
out that these worls have only just beguu
operations. Up to the prescnt the trade of
the works has not been such as may be ex-
pected, and as will no doubt be realised in
a very few years’ time. Even the Premier,
in desling with the Wyndham freezing
works, said therec was no doubt that at an
enrly date the undertaking would pay all
expenses. It is only fair that the people of
the 3tate should be made to realise that
Western Anstralia is uot going to he made
bankrupt over its State trading concerns.
Ir is about time our Chambers of Commerce
and eertain sections of the Press realised
that the statements which they have made
regarding the State trading concerns are
false. I would like to use a stronger term,
hut perhaps ‘‘false’’ is quite sufficient.
Those false statements were made wilfully
for the express purpose of condemning the
Labour party.

Mon. T. Walker: Wilfully and maliciously.

A private scompany never pays a

[ASSEMEBLY.]

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Our total indebt-
cdness at this date is nearly 47 millions
sterling, of which amount only £1,800,000 is
invested in the State trading concerns. Yet
certhin people and certain newspapers have
ha¢t the audacity to assert day after day
that this expenditure of £1,200,000 is bring-
ing Western Australia to bankruptey, is res-
ponsible for the whole of the defieit. The
eontention with regard to the deficit, how-
ever, has been dropped since attention was
drawn to the sinking fund. DBut it was as-
gerted that the State trading concerns were
responsible for all our financiai difficulties.
This year’s Jstimates, however, show that
the six State trading concerns under the
State Trading Concerns Act return a hand-
some surplus to the Consolidated Revenue
after paying intercst ard sinking fund.
Even last year the Premier received more
than he anticipated from these concerns.
The Consolidated Revenue has been doing
very well from them. It must be borne in
mind, too, that the State has been going
through a period of war. During war time
very few industrics in Western Awustralia
were making any nwoney.

The Premier: But the State ships paid
during the war,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Of course they did.
It is about time the Governmeni ceased
blaming the trading concernas for ofr diffi-
culties. The Government should admit now
that those ceoncerns, with the exception of
the Wyndham freezing works, are a benefit
to the Consolidated Revenue. And there can
be no douht that after the Wyndham freez-
ing works have had a fair show, and after
shipping has becoinc available to earry
their products to market, those works will
be in the same position as the other State
trading concerns. Now I wish to offer a
few remarks regarding our loans. Our loan
inflebtedness to-day s £46,822,000. Let m»
remind hon, members generally, and especi-
ally those who are comparatively new to
this House, that only a few years ago it was
contended by the opponents of the Labour
party that a halt mmst be eried in this
State’s horrowing poliey. It was asserted
that the over-borrowing of the Labour party
bad proved disastroiis to Western Ausiralia,
that for years fo come it would be impos-
sible for this State to go on the money mar-
let exeept for funids to complete some
works already in hand. The Labour party
were condemmed in almost every newspaper
of Western Australia, and particularly in
the wmetropolitan Press, for ‘‘over-horrow-
ing,”? for ‘‘wilful extravagance,’’ for
‘Cwasgte of public money,”’ beeanse the ex-
penditure eame from loans. One would have
thonght that thosc who raised these eries,
that is to say the swpporters of the present
Government, would have asked the present
Government to observe the pledges made hv
them to the electors in this conneection. But
what do wo find? The present Govern-
ment, and their immediate prederessors,
liave horrowad as wteh as ever the Lahour
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party borrowed. Since 1916 this State’s in-
debteduness has increased by £7,6382,327.

The Premier: That is omnly half your in-
crease.

Hon., W. ¢, ANGWIN: Bat the opponents
of the Labour party have been in office only
half the time the Tabour party were in
power.

The Premier: No; four years.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Moreover, there
is this difference, that the Labour party can
point to monumental asseta for the money
they spent: Hundreds of miles of railway,
tramways in Perth, new water supplies and
harbours “constructed, and works done all
over the Btate in accordance with the re-
quirements of the State. Go where you will,
thers are cvilences of the work performed
by the lalowr Government. DBut what can
the present Government show?®  Is there any-
thing at all that they have carried out? The
very railway we had under construction they
stopped as soon as they came into office,
and they have built none sinee.

The Premicr We have spent a few thous-
ands on solliers.

Hon, W, ¢. ANGWIN: That is just what
T waunied. IMon. members, probably noticed
the smiling conmtenance of the Premier when
he said thst. 1 want the Premier to recall
the statement made in the Press the other
day Ly the leader of the Country party in
the Federal Parliament. T think he is a
farmer. Ilc suid that the poliey of buying
out one farmer to put in another was un-
sound and prejudicial to the intereats of
the State.

Mr. Pickering: What about it when we
put ithree or four in place of one?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Only in very few
instanees bag that been done. It is trune
that the Premier has expended approximately
2% millions on the repatriation of soldiers;
but considerably over one million of that
amount has been transferred from the
Treasury into the pockets of oxpericneed
farmers, many of whom have sinece left the
State. And, in many instances, inexperi-
cnced men have been put in their places.

Mr., Thomgon: A lot of the farmers are
very sorry that they sold their farms. -

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is only a
statement.

Mr. Munsie: Even if it is true, the poliey
is a bad one.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: When in Plymouth
recently T met one of those expatriated farm-
erz enjoying himself thoroughly. Many of
the aoldier settlers are imexperienced and,
instead of the State heing better off for the
change, it is so much the poorer. And hon.
members ghould realige that it is not the
people of the State who have to pay that
inflebtedness to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, hot the soldier settlers themselves.

Mr, Pickering: What would you have done
with those soldiers who wanted to go on the
land®

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I would have done
what was proposed from thias side when the

661

Soldier Rettlement Bill was introduced.
If any notice had been taken of cur sangges-
tion, the soldier settlers would have been
m far Getter positions to-day than they are.
1t was the duty of the Government to have
taken the uwnused land adjoining the rail-
ways and not toe far from our ports and,
clearing that land, pat the soldiers on it.
Since that land is nnused by its owners, it
could have been resnmed at the price they
paid for it. As it is, we have our railways
languisfling for want of trade, and we have
our friends onthack complaining of the high
railway charges. Why{ Because there is
not sufficient trade near the ports to permit
of a reduction of railway charges for the
people living outback, If, instead of spend-
ing all this money to buy out experienced
farmers, we had put the soldiers on unused
land adjacent to railways, we should have
had a very largely increased settlement to
share our taxation.

» The Premier: You had the chanec your-
zelves.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We never had.
The. Premier and his colleagues entered into
a conspiracy to prevent us having any such
chenee.

The Premier: You went to the first con-
ference. . .
" Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But we could not
stay to finalise the scheme. We should never
have bought out experienced farmers as the
Fremier has done, we should never have
apent money as the Premier has dome. Ii
wust be remembered that the soldier not only
has to pay the high cost of the improved
land, but is burdened with a high interest.
In these circumstances it is almost im-
possible for an inexperienced man to make
good.

Mr. Harrison: (Hven a few good erops,
the aoldiers will be out of debt in three years.

Hon. W, G, ANGWIN: I hope it may be
80, but I fear that some of them will never
be out of debt. IHowever, I was pointing
out, that the non-borrowing Government,
who previously said that we should cry a
halt to borrowing, have increased the publie
indebtedness by #£7,682,327 and have no,
thing to show for it. It means that they
lave increased the debt per head of popn-
lation from £109 19s. 9d. in 1916 to £119
7s. 3d. in 1920, or an increase of £9 7s. 6d,,
based on a population of 334,000. That
would not be so baid if that was all the Gov-
ernment had done. But they have been
blessed with this position: the Labour party
horrowed close on a million at four per cent.
for nssistance to farmers, borrowed half a
million for workers’ homes, and horrowed a
congiderable sum fov sewering the netro-
politan area and jyputting in house connee-
tions. This ia the position as we have it
from the Premier limself: The agricul-
turists to-day are repaying this money to
the present Government and the workers’
homes are contributing weekly a portion of .
the capital expenditure,

The Premier: Not to revenue.
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: While the sewer-
age department is receiving back the money
expended on house connections, for there
was only six years in which to pay back
the lot. Thus from a million to 1% mil-
lions of money horrowed by the Labour
Government and expended in those several
directions is passing into the coffers of the
Present Government.

Mr. Munsie: And they are letting it out
At seven per cent, interest.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: VYes, th&t is the
only sign of business acuinen which the Gov-
ernment have yet shown,

The Premier: That does not come back to
revenue.

Heu. W, C. ANGWIN: I am dealing, not
with revenue but with loans,

Mr, Piesse: You once accused the farmers
ot not paying off their indebiedness.

Hon. T. Walker: Never. .

Hen. W. €. ANGWIN: The Government
have full control, the money is paid into the
Government through the Indusiries Assist-
ance Board before it reaches Parliament.
‘The Premier said that this money does not
go into revenne. I had not intended to
touch on the 8ale of (tovernment Property
Trust Aecount, but T want hon, members to
realise that to-day more than ever pre-
viously is meoney heing expended through
this account on works which in the past
have been earried out from Consolidated
Revenue. .

The Premier: I do not think so.

Hon, W. C, ANUWIN: Clearly, repaid
loan moneys which ought to be earning in-
terest are being expended on the construe-
tion of works previously paid for out of
Consolidated Revenue.

The Premier; This accomnt ig not all loan
funds.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: Does the hon. mem-
Dber think that water suppiy has paid approxi-
mately”£220,000 in one year without repay-
ment? Look at the returns from metropolifan
water supply. How much dees the Premier
intend to expend in regard to it? Nothing.
The money is being expended as revenue, and
js not earning interest. It is only a refund
to the Government of loan moneys bor-
rowed for the carrying out of certain worka.
However, I had not intended fo deal with
that phase of the guestion at all. The posi-
tion ig clear: the expenditure during the
Jast three or four years under this account
has been higher than ever before. Loan
moneys have been used in a wrong diree-
tiom. ‘

Mr. Piesse: That has always been the
practice. ) -

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: But never pre-
viowaly to the same extent. No previous
Government have been placed in s0 advan-
tageous a position for getting the money.
Generally an Appropriation Bi)l has been
brought in and loan moneya have been trans-
ferred from one account to the other. But
during the last year or so, owing to the high
cost of money, this practice has been varied.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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In past days there were no such institutions
as the Industries Assistance Board and the
Workers’ Homes Board, which return large
sums annually in repayment for work done
from loan expenditure, The same thing ob-
taing in connection with the Agrieunltural
Bank. Thus, the Government have been in
a happy position, hut on the other hand the
State has been the loser, because this money,
of course, has to carry additional intereat.
Moreover, sometimes there ia a good deal ot
doubt as to whether the money ia really
there. It bas often proved to be only a book
entry, in which case the cash has not been
available, and so cash has.,been drawn from
loan funds to bolster it up. The Premier
was ill-advised in Dbringing up this question
of the Sale of Goveriment Property Trust
Aeccount, becanse it can be uwsed in evidence
against him and bis colleagues.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Hon, Wi ¢. ANGWIN: Before tea I was
replying te an interjection by the Premier
with regard to the Government Property Sales
Account, In conmection with the metropoli-
tan water supply and sewerage alone close
on £220,000 has been repaid, and this money
has since been expended. I return now to
the question of loan money. Prior to the
interjection of the Premier, I informed mem-
bers that our loan indebtedness had in-
creased from £109 19s, 9d. per head of the
population in 1916 to £119 17s. 3d. per head
of the popunlation in 1920, in addition to
which a large amount of money Trom loans
had been paid into the Treasury, which loans
had been raised by the Labour Government,

The Premier: That is permanent capital
for the Doard.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: I would not mind
this Joan expenditure if something could be
shown for it. If there were assets which
would eventually meet standing charges

Mr. Angelo: Our railways could not be
built to-day for 60 millions.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Perhaps not. 1
would not care whether such works con-
atructed paid the standing charges imme.
diately, because we know that, where a de-
velopmental policy is necessary, it is impos-
sible for works like railways and water sup-
plies te pay standing charges immediately
after construction. There is only one work
which I know of which would pay standing
charges at once, nnd that is the railway
from Carnarvon to Killili advocated by the
member for Gascoyne.

Mr, Angelo: That will pay all right.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: It is necessary to
have something to show for the money whieh
has been spent. The Labour Government
were accused of having over-borrowed and
were tald that they had been extravagant,
but all over the eountry we can show monu-
ments to the work carried out by the Lab-
our administration. We constructed huu-
dreds of miles of néw railways providing

facilities to enable preduce to he eonveyed
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to the ports and to the markets,
We purchased the Perth tramways which
unfortunately are not a paying concern, but
I shall deal with them presently. Water sup-
plies were constructed and a large portion of
the metropolitan area was sewered. We pro-
vided water supplies throunghout the country

and additional harbour works wera con-
structed.
The Premier: Where?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: At Fremantle,
Albany snd Bunbury, and s start was made
at Geraldton. When the Labour Govern-
ment left office, no one could say that there
were lacking evidences of publie works for
the development of the commtry in respect of
the loan moneys expended. What is the posi-
tion to-day¥ Duwring the past three years, our
indebtedness has increased by more than 7%
willions of money, in addition te the money
which has been repaid to the Treasury in
the manner I have described, a million or
1% millions of money raised by the Labour
Government before leaving office. Where to-
day can we find anything to show for this
expenditure? No new railways are being
constructed; no additions are being made to
the water supplies or to the sewerage comnee-
tions required for the health of the com-
munity in the metropolitan area. With the
exception of Bunbury where a little work is
being carried out, there is no other place in
the State where anything can be seen for the
money which is being expended. I can only
ask, as some of our friends on the other
side of the House used to ask of the Labour
Government, what has been dome with the
money ¥

Mr, Angelo:
been gettled.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T will deal with
that matter presently. There is no evidence
that this large amount of money has been
properly spent or that it has been spent to
- the advantage of the Btate. If the Premier
and his friends, when on the platform in
March next, are asked to point to what they
have done, they will not be able to point fo
ons work. ¥
+ The Premier: T shall make out a balance
gheet for you. ,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt might be like
some of the Premier’s figures,

The Premier: My figures are all right.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Government
camnot peint to one work of any magnitude
for the large intrease in indebtedness which
has taken place during their term of office.
Why, the so-called extravagant Labour
party were mnever in it with the present
Government! They could not have come
from the same school. For the money ex-
pended by the Labour party, there are as-
sets in existence. For the money spent by
the present Government, there is nothing to
show. That being so—

The Premier: That is not so.

"Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
ernment will re-consider the - position, and
will eadeavour fo show something for their

Two thousand soldiers have

I trost the Gov- .
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expenditure. The member for Gascoyne
(Mr, Angelo) seemed ankions to remind me
of the soldier settlement scheme. The Pre-
mier was able to point to only this one thing
as something that the Government had done,
This is the one ewe lamb of the Government.
Members should note the smile of satisiae-
tion on the Premier’s face when anyone re-
fers to the soldier settlement scheme.

The Premier. It is something anyhow.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: 8o far 3,151 sol-
diers have beer placed—1 shall not say set-
tled—on the land.

Mr. Thomson:
very well, too,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Of that number
1,838 have been placed on purchased farms,

Mr, Piesge: That is not a large propor-
tion.

Hon. W, 0, ANGWIN: Is not it?

Mr. Munsie: It is over 50 per cent. of the
total.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It means that
the Government have bought out 1,838 far-
merg and put other men in their places.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN:. That is the actual
position.

The Premier: No, it is not.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The Premier will
probably retort that soldiers have been set-
tled. on repurchased estates. I want mem-
bers to note the JQifferemce between repur-
chased estates which are one thing, and pus-
chased farms which are quite a different
thiug. Repurchased estates are intended for
subdivision. Consequently a few more men
have been placed on repurchased estates than
were on them previcusly, but the 1838 =ol-
diers 60 whom T referred have been settled
on individual farms and not on repurchased
catates.

Mr. Pickering: From which only one set-
tler went?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes. The Govern-
ment have purchased about 48 estates.

Mr, Harrison: Ts 1,838 the number of sol-

diers settled or the number of farms pur-
chased?
. Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The number of
soldiers placed on individual farms which
have been purchased. On the repurchased es-
tates, 343 soldiers have been placed. I want
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) to
note these figures—on individual farms 1,838
soldiers have been placed, and on repurchased
estates 343 soldiers have been placed. The
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) has re-
ferred on more than one occasion to the num-
ber of farms thrown open by the Agrienltural
Bank. On Agricultural Bank holdings, 112
soldiers have been placed. I do mot know
whether they have to carry the whole of the
liability of those holdings or not.

The Premier: No, they bhave not.

Mr, Underwood: In some cases they have.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: These Ac-icultural
DBank holdings, on which 112 soldiers have
been placed, are CGovernment property and,
it the soldiers are not burdened with an in-
ereased amount due to the over-advances

Some of them are doing
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made by the Agrieiltural Bank, there can e

no objection to "this a.rrangement Out of the

3,151 soldiers scttled, 181 have been placctl
on Crown lands, so "that we have approxi-
mately 500 new setﬂers and no more.

Mr. Pilkington: The object of the scheme
is not to get new settlers, bub to settle the
soldiers.

Hor. W. 0. ANGWIN:
advance the State. )

Mr, Piikington: No, to settle the soldiers.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: It would have been
far better for the soldiers as well as for the
State if the money had been used on lands
adjoining our railways, that is, on land which
iz not being wtilised at the present time.

Mr. Thomson: Whether of good or bad

The object iz to

quality?

The Premier: And never mind abont the
soldier?

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Premier

shovld not attempt to draw me off on a side
issee. The land adjacent to our railways
should have been improved for the soldiers.
The Promier; Why did not you say sof
ITon. W. C. ANGWIN: If this had been
done we would have had an additional num-
her of sottlers,
Mr. Harrison:
svited the soldiers?

‘Wounld such land have

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know of someA

places where soldiers have been settled,
which places have been given up again,

The Premier: At Esperance?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No, not at Esper-
ance; but we must oxpeet some cases of this
kind. It is. all very well for the member
for Katanning (Mr. Thomson), the member
for Willinms-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) and
the member for Sussex (Mr, Piekering) to
interject that some of these men are sorry
they sold their holdings.

Mr. Thomson: 8o they are; I will prove it,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They might say
S0, This land has brought an mereased
price, and the soldiers have to pay, in addi-
tion to the cost of the land, a large amount
in intercst. Many of the soldiers are inex-
perienced men. They are going on the land
with the burden of this inereased cost and
of the heavy interest they will have to pay.

Mr. Harrison: You are wrong there.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: I am not one of
these who say that anything is good enough
for the soldiers.

Mr. Harrison: Nor does anyone else,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier, in
his Budget, stated that we hava ten million
acres of land ready for settlement. |

The Premier: No, I did not.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: The member for
Forrest interjected that the Premier had not
got it.

The Premier: I did not say it either.

Ilon. W. O. ANGWIN: Suppose that some
of thia large area had been improved for the
soidiers, The work in all probability would
have heen done at less cost than the amount
of 214 millions which the Government have
spent in this direction. Nearly a million of
money has gonme into the pockets of many
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prople who are not in the State. There is
ne doubt ihat the poliey carried on by the
Goveinment has not heen in the interests of
of Western Australia. Mr. Hill, leader of
the Federal Country party, ig correct when
he says that it is an unsound policy which
should be abandoned as soou as possible, I
want to sec inereased settlement and not eur-
tailment of settlement, T want to see, also,
new farmers established om the land, instead
of secing farmers go off the land in order
to get money for their properties and make
room for someone clse. That will not assist
us to pay off our Inrge defieit and interest
and sinking fund.

Mr. Thomson: Why should a man not sgll
his farm if he wants to?

Mon. W. C. ANCGWIN: He might do that,
Lut should mot de so to take advaniage of
the funds provided for the purpose of .set-
tling soldiers on the land.

Mr. Thomson: You are making a great
mistake about that.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Let them sell their
properties iu the open market. The money
is advanced to increase the wealth of the
community and of Anstralia as a whole. The
policy of the Government is detrimental to
many soldiers on the land.

The Premnier: You shonld have kept your
surveyors on to make ready for this settle-
ment,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier was
in office nearly 18 months after the Labour
Government went ont, He followed the pre-
vious Government for two years, and he has
been Premier for the last 18 months, I will
say for the Premier that he has done some-
thing.

The Fremier: I was 11 monthsg in office.
I was not DMinister for Lands.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Daring the term
of office of the Labour Government war broke
out. ~

Mr. Underwood: This Government have
done notiing; the previony Government did
it all

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: The Premier claims
that he hag done the Work. Who is one t¢
he]ieve? *

O’Loghlen: The Lefroy G-overument
arrauged for the money.

Mr. Underwood: And appointed the staff
the Premier has now.

The Premier: That is not so.

Mr. Underwood: What rubbish!

Hox, W, ¢, ANGWIN: When Ministerial
snpporters have done arguing amongst them-
selves, 1 will go on.

Mr. Underwood: T am not a supporter.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Premier an-
nounced his public works poliey, and thought
that about 100 miles of railway per annum
was nearly ag much as the Qovernment conld
construet. This shows a change in the policy
of the Government, for they have not at-
tempted to do that much during the last
four or five years. I do not think there is
any ]Jrnba.bi!it_v that the Government will in-
troduce any new railway Bills this year.
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The Premier: We will show you.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: I was ﬁshmg for
that.

T:m Premier: Why did you not ask straight
out

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Because the Pre-
mier would not tell me,

The Premier: I named the railways the
other day.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: I want hon, mem-
bers to carry their minds back to the year
1911, when the Premier was & Minister.
Dozens of new railways were intraduced be-
fore Parliament was dissolved.

The Premier: Not dozens.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Bills for railways
in alinost every part of the State were intre-
duced as a vote catching scheme.

Mr. Piesse: No, they were all justified.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: The hon. member
was not there, so he does not know., These
railway Bills passed through both Houses
of Parliament. The public did not like the
idea. They saw through the scheme, and did

uot believe in the introduction of railway -

BEills to capture votes. The Government
were defeated by an enormous maqonty, the
largest majority ever known in the State.
Those who were defeated acted in the same
way as some of my friends in Queensland
acted. Théy went about endeavouring to pre-
vent the Lahour Administration from get-
ting money with whick to construet the rail-
ways that were passed during the regime of
the previous Government.

The Premier: That is not true.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It is true,

The Premier: If is not.

Mr., Munsie: It is true of the party, but
not of the Premier.

Hon., W. . ANGWIN: The Government
will go to the country in a little while. The
Tremier hag announced n number of rajlway
projects that he intends to bring down.

Mr, Thomson: You should take courage by
that,

Hon. W, C.
the Premier of some of the railways which
he will be ealled upen to build as part of
hig 100 miles of railway per annum. There
is the Efperance-Northwards railway, the
Katanning-Nyabing railway, the Pinjarra-
Dwarda extension, and the Boyanup-Bussel-
ton railway. With regard to t.he last, men-
tioned line, three months prior* to the last
general election a start was made with the
work of clearing. I have heard reeently that
work has been started there again. There is
a. general election coming on soon.

The Premier: I will withdraw the ,100 miles
and make it 500 miles.

-Hen, W, G, ANGWIN: The line was started
in this way just prior to the general elections
in 1917, and stopped when the elections were
over, The Government also have the Yilli-
minning-Kondinin extension, a portion of
which has been built, In 1919 an Act was
passed for the extension of the Wyaleatehem-
Mount Marshall railway. According to the
Premier ‘s programme, it will take three vears

ANGWIN: 1 would remind
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to build the railways already authorised. Un-
less it is to cateh votes, what necessity is
trere to introduce any further railway RBills
thig session?

The Premier: I will make it 500 miles.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: The Premier will
have a diffieulty in getting the money for
that mileage.

Mr. Munsie: He is vote-catching again.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: How is it possible
for any further railway construction to he
carried out for the next three years? I will
be time enough to intreduer new railway
Bills at the close of the next Parliament.

The Premier: We will gshow you.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I hope it is the
intention of the Government to carry out the
promise to the House that railway construec-
tion would be carried out in rotation ae-
cording to the order in which railway Bills
were passed.

The Premier: It was a very foolish
promise. :
Hon W, (. ANGWIN: Parliament does

fooligh things sometimes, and the Premier
does many. I do not want the Premier to
Inirden us, when we c¢ross over to his side
of the Chamber next Mareh.

My, Munsie: We will he there ald right.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN; T do not want the
Government to send to England, or go te
the Enstern States, for the purpose of pre-
venting the party on this side of the House
from getting the wmoney to construct the
works piassed by this Parliament.

My, Thomson: .You are an optimist.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No doubt we shall
be rushed with new railway proposals.

Mr. Underwood: The nert Government
need not go on with them.

JHen, W, € ANGWIN: According to the
Press there are proposals for the extension
of. the tramways in the city and suburbs. I
hiope the Government will not be so mad as
to start such a proposition now, I will never
vote for the constraction of a mile of tram-
way in Perth at the present jumcture. It is
impossible to comstruet tramways just now
en account of the price of rails,

The Premier: The same thing may he said
of railways.

Hon. W. C, ANGW[\T They are cheaper
than tram rails. There is no necessity to ex-
tend the tram lines im Perth at present. It
is possible to congtruet three miles of rail-
ways in the country at the cost of one mile
of tramways in the city, If members of the
Countvy party agree that money should be
spent on the Perih tramways, which are los-
ing money, and afford additional tramway
faeilities for people whe settle in the metro-
politan area, at a time when railways are so
badly needed in the country, they will be
consenting to something that will be detri-
mental to the interests of country people. In
Iis Bndget the Premier showed that the
tramways had made a profit last ycar. If
we tuke the figures whiech he gave to the
House, it is clear that the tramways sliowed
a loss,

“The Premier: How do you make that out?
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Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: In his figures the
Premier provided for the expenditure aad
the revenue, the amount paid for interest and
working expenses, and the amount paid to
local anthorities, but not a shilling was pro-
vided for sinking fund. The tramways cost
over £600,000, or nearly £700,000. If two
per cent. is allowed for a ginking fund, what
does this amount to?

The Premier: Make it five per cent, and it
will eomne to a Jot more.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
shovld not provide less than a two per cent,
sinking fund for the tramways, and they
have provided nething for depreciation, which
rcpresents a large amount. The Premier
says the profit waa £4,100 odd, but allowing
two per cent, for sinking fund we find that
a sum of £12,000 should have been provided
to meet that amount. Where then is the
profit? The people of Perth are anxious for
a reduction in tramway fares. If the Gov-
ernment publish in the daily Press that they
lave made a profit of £5,000 or £6,000, it is
natoral that people shoeld demand reduced
fares and that they should get the benefit ot
the profits made, so long as the tramways
are paying their way. Instead of there being
a profit, however, if we allow all the stand-
ard charges, we find there is a loss of £8,000.
I hope the Premier will take this into con-
gideration and look carefully into the matter,
[ am not sure whether, under the Tramways
Act, tramway extensions have to come before
Parliament or not. But tramway rails have
never been higher in price than they are at
the present time and they.eannot be got in
Australia.

The Minister for Mines: What an aston:
ishing attitnde youm are adopting.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I am taking an
attitude whick is correet. :

Mpr. Griffiths: You are asserting that the
£4,000 profit should be an £8,000 loss.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: After allowing two
per cent. for a sinking fund. We cannot
afford at the present price of rails to make
any further extensions.

The Minister for Mines: You have mnot
taken into account the sum of money set
agide for belated repairs, £10,000,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: If we did not pro-
vide more than a two per cent. sinking fund
at Fremantle we would be bankrupt.

The Minister for Mines: You do not eall
that a tramway scheme down there.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: It is a sound
scheme,

The Minister for Mines: Tt is a question
of convenience in the metropolitan area.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: And it is a ques-
tion of convenience in Fremantle as well.

The Mirister for Mines: But you have only
three lines down there.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It ie a small sys-
tem, and on that aeccount it is more expensive
to work. The larger the scheme the cheaper
it is to work it.

The Minister for Mines. That is an argu-

ment in favour of making the Perth tramway
system bigger.
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Not when it will
not pay to do that. The Government cannot
afford to pay £6,000 a mile for extensions.

The Minister for Mines: It will not cost
that.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN; It will cost that,
and we cannot afford it,

The Minister for Mines: You want the
workers in the metropolitan area to walk.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I yepeat we can-
not afford it.

The Minister for Mines: None but work-
erg will be served by the extensions.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN. The Government
should as far as possible make the services
pay for themselves, With regard to farmers’
produce, we know that the prices have never
been better, and we are aware that farmers
are making a good thing out of their produce
at the present time, Why, then, should we
carry fertilisers over the railways at a loss
to the State of £83,000 per annum$ That
was the figure which the Premier gave us hy
way of interjection.

The Premier: When did I say that?
Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: It is here on re-
cord. Considering the high prices the pub--
lic have to pay for commodities, and realis-
ing what the farmers are getting for their
produce, why should the Btate be taxed to
such an extent in connection with the con-
veyance of fertilisers over the railwaysy It
was all right to do that for newly settled
farmers, but a great number now are. well
established, and have dome very well indeed
on the land. It is unjust, therefore, to con-
tinue to carry fertilisers at u loss. I believe
also that Collie coal is carried over the rail-

ways at a loss. :
The Minister for Works:
Collie companies.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: At a loss to the
State. It ie known to-day that Collie coal
has the reputation of being the best steam-
ing coal in the world, and it is the cheapest
as well.

The Minister for Works: Do not praise
it too much or up will go the price.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But it is not dear
at Fremantle,

Mr. Underwood: It is dearer than New-
cagtle coal to put on a ship.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:

Tha Minister for Mines:
the pit’s mouth.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN:
with the pit’s mouth. I am dealing with
services rendered by the Government. The
Government do not own the coal, they only
carry it.

The Minister for Mines: And we burn it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And the Goverp-
ment are carrying coal at 2 loss. Why should
the Government make a loss in supplying
the shipping companiea with a commodity
like coal at a rate cheaper than it can be
procured at in any ether part of the world?
Why should mnot all the articles which we
export be made to contribute toy some ex-
tent to the revenue? The farmers are

Not for the

It is not.
It is dearer at

I am not dealing



[21 SEprEMEBER, 1920.]

getting 135, and 14s. a Dbushel for wheat
when it is being exported, and they should
pay & wharfage rate just as is paid on min-
erals that are exported. If things were bad
Jd would not raise this nuestion, but the po-
sition is anything but bad so far as farmers’
produce is concerned, and we must look
around to see which direction we ean Taise
revenue. If the member for Pilbara wanted
to send a ton of copper away it would cost
him s, 8d. te get it over the wharf, but if
he wanted to send a ton of wheat it would
not eost him a pemny. We are locking for
money; therefore, why not impose a wharf-
age rate on wheat? -

Mr. Muneie: So is the farmer looking
for money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But the farmer
is deing well whilst the country is drifting
towards bankruptey, and the people are be-
ing unduly taxed so that the deficiencies may
be made up. ’

Mr, Griffiths:
to-night’s paper?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Those awards are
made on account of the increased cost of
tommodities. The worker does not derive
any benefit from those high awards. Why
not impose a tax on the land? Why not wipe
out the exemptiont:

The Premier: Why do you not wipe out
the farmer?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: 1 have no desire
to do that. When the farmer was in that
position that he needed assistance, the La-
bour party did all they conld to assiat him,
There are men who bave lately gone on the
land, and who are in exactly the same posi-
tion as some of the others were in when
they were in difficulties some years ago. But
because a man Is just starting to work the
land, that is no reason why he should not be
asgisted. The man who has been on the land
for years and who has made good does
not require assistance.

Mr. Thomson: Is he getting it?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Yes.

Mr. Munsie: He is getfing it through his
fortiligers,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is costing the
country £63,000 for the earriage of fertil-
isers, and the farmer has no wharfage dues
to pay, while minerals have to pay ls. 8d. a
ton. We should make a fair and equitable
charge for services rendered, and the Gov-
ernment should remodel their taxzation pro-
posals in such s way as to obtain another
£300,000 or so a year.

The Minister for Mines:

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: From the whole
lot, fertilisers, Collie coal, harbour dues, ete.

Mr. FThomson: Do they have to pay har-
bour dues in the other Statesf

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes,

Mr. Thomson: In which States®

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will tell the hon.
member to-morrow. It is only fair that in
onr present condition all services should be
paid for. I can only say—and I say it with
regret—that the Government’s method of

What about the awards in

From land tax? -
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financing during the past four years has bheen
a complete failure.

The Minister for Minea:
ment has failed.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The present Gov-
erzment have not lived up to the reputation
that they boasted of. The Minister for Mines
was all wrong +when he was associated with
the Labonr party, but at the present time he
is supposed to be ome of the smartest men
we know of, and, by the way, I leard it
stated the other day that he was likely to as-
sociate himself with the Country party, be-
cause they have promised him the leader-
ship.

The Minister for Mines:
ing for them to come along.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No man has
been abused more than the present Minister
for Mines between the years 1911 and 19186,
and of conrse those who were associated with
him as well. It was pointed out that he was
devoid of business acumen and business
ability.

The Minister for Mines: That is my sav-
ing grace, )

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The people were
tolil that so often that they ecame to believe
it, and as they thought the present ocen-
pants of the Treasury bench were endowed
with special genius they decided to put them
into office. Everything them, of course, was
expected to run smoothly. 'What did they
do¥ They carried out one promige in the
firgt year they were in office, and that was
to make the defici? disappear by funding it.
Then they proceeded to build -up a deficit
which in four years, became twice as big
as the deficit for which the Labour party
were responsible in six years, I want the
Government to tell the country straightfor-
wardly what an atter mess they have made
of thinga.

The Minister for Mines: Do you think the
covntry would have to be told it to recogniss
itt

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Open confession is
good for the soul, If the Government will
act honestly the people will respect them, ani
the only way for them to aet honestly is to
make this admission, ‘‘We wrongly con-
demned the Labour
hoped to make an improvemént, we have to
admit that we were umnahle to do so.’’ There
iz not the least doubt the people already
realise the mistake they have made. The
Estimates introduced this year show no evi-
denee of that eareful eopsideration which
they ought to have received. In view of the
fact that for this year a larger revenue than
has ever been known in the history of the
country is forecasted, the Government shonld
have been prepared to finish up the finaneial
year without any deficit whatever.

Every Govern-

I am still wait-

Mr, HARRISON {(Avon) [8.16]: There are
one or two matters referred to by the last
speaker on which T should also like to touch.
The member for North-East Fremantle has

party and while we . .
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uccused the Government of subsidising the
people in the country to the extent of
£60,000 per annum in the shape of reduced
fertiliser rates. I do not think it can be
doubted that it is good policy to lower the
fertiliser . rates, ‘since we know that the use
of fertilisera increases the productivity of
our seils by at least 50 per cent. To put it
another way, if ¢ur farmers were prevented
from using fertilisers, the production of the
wheat belt would be reduced by at least one-
half. Land which without fertilisers pro-
dueed five or six bushels to the aere, ia now
producing 10 or 12 bushels with the zid of
fertilisers. The policy of the Government
in the matter of railway transit is to return
empties free of cost. Now, is it not egually

good policy for  the Railway Department to’

grant = small concession with regard to
transport of fertilisers when they know that
their traffie in' the shape of products from
the soil will thereby be incrgased 100 per
eent.? The thing speaks for itself, Is there
a business house in Perth that would not take
on soch a proposition® Then there is the
question of soldier -settlement, TUnqguestion-
ably the policy of the préesent Government
has, been -all in favour of the.returned sol-
dier. He has not merely had the opportunity
of treating for-one improved property, but
has been given -his choice of several im-
proved properties in various stages of de-
velopment. Moreover, in many cases-the re-
turned soldier has had the advantage of a
walk in, walk out propggition, with plant
and implements and horses and everything
required for 4 going eoncern, This year some
of the returned soldiers who have been on
properties for only two seasons will find
themselves on wvelvet.” The explanation is
that some of our farmers who are growing
up in years, and in some instances have lost
sons at -the T'ront, have been giving
up farming, and returned soldiers have
eome into such properties. Within four
miles of my dwn farm there is a
property which is “heing worked by the
widow of & returned soldier in conjunetion
with two returued soldiers brothers, An-
other property I know of, formerly worked
by one man, is now bemg worked by two
returned soldier brothers, I know also of
another property, worked by ouly ome man
before, that ‘is now béing worked by two
retnrned goldiers. Thus the statement that
1,800 returned soldiers have been settled on
farms does not moan that they have been
settled on 1,800 separate farms; but it does
mean that with regard to land settlement
our returned soldiers kave been placed in a
position which is' unequalled in any other
Australian State aud, I believe, in any other
part of the world. “In that respect the re-
turned soldiers have been faithfully served
by the present Government. I regret that
I was prevented from hearing the Budget
speeeh last week. Tt is mot my intention to
go through the figures submitted by the
Premier, but 1 may draw special attention
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to return No. 14 furniahed by the hon. gen-
tleman, the return dealing with trade, pre-
duction, population, ete. "1 may also refer
to a remark of the “West Australian” on the
Budget speech. ‘The remark was that the
Premier id not intend during this session
to impose any additional taxation, but that
he would depend on the development of the
State generally and of the various industries
in particular for puiling through with a
deficit of about £400,000. T am aware that
this afternoon the l'remier referred to the
necessity for imposing additional taxation.
My view is that the people engaged in trade
and commeree ought tc shoulder some of the
responsibility, as well as the farmer and the
primary producer.

Mir. O’Loghlen:
oun unimproved land values?
get at those people atlerwise.

Mr. HARRIBON: We have had brokers
and speculators deaiing many times with
cargoes coming to this State, and putting
an extra proﬁt on them every time, and the
consumerg in this State have had to pay
those extra profits,

Mr. O 'Loghlen: How wlil you get at those
speculators?

Mr, HARRISON: By an income tax that
is both inereased and graduated.

Will you support a tax
You cannot

Mr. O’Loghlen: That must apply to
everyone.
Mr, HARRISON: T admit that, but the

tax represents mno difficulty to anyone whe
has the income. If a man has not the in-
come, he will not be called upon to pay the
tax. The higher the tax imposed, the higher
would be the ability to bear taxation. Per-
sonally I should like to be paying a big in-
come tax. I would not mind paying divi-
dend tax either. Tneome tax and dividend
tax to my mind represent the best method
of raising revenue.

Mr, Green: What about a tax on unim-
proved land values?

Mr. HARRISON: The income tax shonld
no{ enter inte trading relations as regards
profits. The fax does not acerne until after
a trader has done his bhuginess, and therefore
it shonld not eunter inte business ealeulations
for the following year. Unfortunately, 1
belicve, it is the practice of traders to put
ou an extra profit in order to meet income
taxation. That should not oceur, Here is
a point with regard to which I may utter
a warning to industrialists. If traders pay
their employees higher salaries or wages,
they pass on the increased cost to the cus-
tomer. And who is the customer? As a
rule it is the salarisd man, The purchasing
power of the salaried man has become de-
ereased, and he i3 in no better position than
before. It is really like a dog chasing its
own' tail. The further the incresses go, the
worse will the position become. One cannot
have a debit without having a credit some-
where else. In bookkeeping, if one gets a
debit on one side, there must be a credit
on the other side.
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Hon. T. Walker: That is logie.

Mr, HARRISON: If I owe the member
for Kanowna something, where does it come
from?

Hon. T. Walker: If you owe me some-
thing, you are able to owe me something,

Mr, HARRISON: The fact is that we are
travelling in a vicious eircle and are getting
ng further forward,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you see the end of
it?

Mr. HARRISON: The end of it is in.
creased produetion, If the man receiving
increased pay gives morve for that inercased
pay, there will be a result,

Mr. O’Loghlen: It may not be possible to
give more.

Mr. HARRISON: Very good, Then the
higher return munst be obtained by some
other meana. Somnone else hag to furnish
it then. Where are we getting to¥ We are
not getting inte any better position. Return
14, to which I have referred, shows where
this State gets its wealth from; and we are
not getting it from the quarter to which I
have just referred. I agree with the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) that our increased revenue is not

due altogether to expansion of trade, but’

partly to the hlgher prices realised by the
turnover, The prices of various goods that
were held here until shipping hecame avail-
able rose econsiderably megntimc, and thus
the teturn from those exports was larger
than it would have been under nermal con-
ditions. Wool exported in 1919-20 was
valued at £3,937,000 as against £1,952,000
for the previous year. There was an in-
creage in both quantity and price during
1919-20.

Hon. T. Walker:
price and vaine?

Mr. HARRISON:

Are you not confusing

I said ‘‘quantity and

price.’” They bhoth emter into the consider-
ation.

Hon, T. Walker: But price does not mean
value.. :

Mr. HARRISON: Price renresents value,
‘Wool i3 more valuable to this State when
it .has been exportecl and the momey which
it represents is returned for it.

Hon. T. Walker: Put price and value are
two different things.

Mr. HARRISON: I shall not enter inte
that- question. Our gold produetion, nnfor-
tunately, is going -back. Of timber there
have been scarcely any shipments at all.
Now I come to the figures of aren of land
under eultivation., That area has increased,
and according to the statistics published in
this morning’s newspaper is still inereasing.
The increase amennts to 20 per cent,: On
going into return No. 14 one recognises that
nearly the whole of our increased prosperity
has come from the primary induvstries, We
have in this State no secondary industries
that assisk-our export trade. Io fact, the
produets dealt with-in the secondary line are
now lareely handied by our various State
trading concerns. That brings me to a State

‘not obtained right through the piece.
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trading concern from which I think bhetter
results should be realised than we are get-
ting to-day. The State Implement Works
have been in exigtence for 2 number of years,
and the sole agency for those works has been
given to a certain firm. The results are not
what they should be. There iz something
wrong. Last year we imported agricultural
implements whiech could have been manu-
factured by the State Implement Works to
the valne of £86,000, made up. of £57,000
representing Auatralion goods and £29,000
goods from overseas. If we had someone to
asgist the manager, Mr. Shaw, much of this
importation might be obviated, for we could
ourselves supply the bulk of these imple-
ments if the farming community knew ex-
actly what is being made at the State Im-
plement Works.

Mr. Jomes: There
wrong with the agents,

Mr. HARRISON: ft may he the fault of
the agents or of the implement works,

must be something

Hon. T. Walker: Or of the farmer him-
self.
My, HARRISON: The State Implement

Works would be well advised to carry out my
suggestion of two years ago, and send an
expert inte the couniry after every wachine
with the objeet of learning whether that
machine was deing ‘its work just as well as
were the imported machines, In the event
of a machine not working satisfactorily that
expert shovld be able to show the farmer how
to adjust it to meet the loeal conditions, If
we had sueh an expert travelling through
the country, learning where machines failed,
and showing the customer how to adjust the
machine, the sales wonld be largely increased.

The Minister for Works: Where have the
machinea failed$?

Mr. HARRISON: T do not say they have
failed. Some of them have done good work.
But how is it that we have annually £57,000
worth of agricnltaral implements imported
from the Eastern States? .

The Minister for Works: We did £126,000
worth of trade last yoar, whmh was the larg
est annual output.

Mr. HARRISON: You should have in-
creased it.

The Minister for.Works: We had neither
the men nor the material to increase if.

Mr., HARRISON: The .trade of Western
Australia ‘is worth having, because not only
has the landed cost of the imported article
to be met, but there is also. a further per-
centage for distribution, which as a rule is
caleulated at nearly 30 per cent. . There is
a fine margin for the State Implement Works!

The Minister for "Waorks: We could not
get material at any price.

Mr. HARRISON: At all events, ‘that %l:s

[
farmers should patronise the State Imple-
ment Works and, on the other hand, the
works shonld be prepared to meet the re-
quirements of the farmers. I know.what the
duties of -a selling agent are,-.I know also
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the duties of the people to the State, and I
know what should be the duties of a manu-
faetorer to his clients.

Hon, T. Walker: You are the leader of
a great party; yet you have mnever sald so
muck for them as you are saying for us now.

Mr. HARRISON: Land settlement is de-
veloping very rapidly, Surveyors have been
through the North-West and have worked
also from Merredin down southwgrds. There
- i3 there s very large area of land, some of
it of first clags quality. I believe it will be
taken uwp and that the selectors will do re-
markably well. Even now the wheat distriets
offer better opportunities than some of the
other portions of the State. I feel satis-
fied that with the increased price of butter
there will be a rapid development in butter
production, and that in the near foture West-
ern Australia will be an exporting rather
than an importing State, The only thing
required is an inereased nwmnber of people
who are willing to leave the towns and take
up legitimate work, :

Mr, Themson: They won'’t do that while
they can get seven guineas a week for driving
a cart.

Mr., HARRISON: If such wages ars
given by jndges sitting in the Arbitration
Oourts, who do not seem to realise the
position of those who have to pay such
wages, it can only cud in a collapse of the
primary industries. 1t is all very well at
present, while we are getting top prices for
our wheat and other commodities, but there
is nothing to warrant a continuance of this
condition for a long period. We hope that
the high prices may be maintained, if only
to allow us to meet these obligations, TUn-
questionably the only way by which to re-
deem the State is to encourage valuable
work, There are too many in this State
living on the game,

Hon. T. Walker: What gamet

Mr. HARRISON: Living on their wits.
Take our mines:  Between the prospector
and the legitimate investor, how many are
there who do nothing but live on their wits?
Look at our amusements, the racing and the
trotting: Between those legitimately em-
ployed in affording pleasure and recreation
to the citizens who require such amusement,
how many are there who do nothing and
who are of no use to the State? Again, in
all our lnes of business, how many are
there in excess of requirements, agents,
brokers, and others similarly engaged?

Hon. T, Walker: What would yon have
them do¥ They cannot all go farming.

Mir. HARRISON: They are living as para-
gites on the backa of the producers. If we
require to develop and progress, these men
ought to be pushed into something repro-
ductive,

Hon. T. Walker: Who is going to push
them?,

Mr, HARRISON: It can be done through
co-operative work and co-operative energy.
That would .be one way of getting rid of
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them, Unless something is done, the Btake
cannot continue to meet its obligations. The
more quickly the people recognise that they
must do something, the sooner shall we come
out of the slough of despond and make our
revenue and expenditure meet.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [8.40]: A glance
at the Estimates shows that we are in a
position similar to that of the Federal Gov-
ernment, in that we have a buoyant re-
venus. But a further investigation will
show that, apart from incomings and oui-
goings, there is a pretty big fly in the oint-
ment, as will be seen when we notice the re-
semblance between our own State and the
Feoderal arena in respect of the outgoings.
In both Federal and State activities, unfor-
tonately, there seems to be a growing ten-
dency for those outgoings to contimvally in-
crease, and to outstrip the income. I do
not intend to get into analytical “holts”
with the Budget figures, for no good pur-
pose could be served.

Hon. T. Walker: I think it could. I wish
you would get into grips with them.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: One can reserve one’s
efforts in that dire¢tion until the iteme are
reached. Tt is all very well for members to
be filled with optimism and hope and faith,
Optimism is not going to carry us right
through. The Premier, at Herne Hill the
other day, stated that, given 50,000 addi-
tional people, we could afford to let the de-
ficit look after itself. This, no doubt, is
right, but when the Premier speaks in this
light and airy fashion of the expected new-
comers, we should like an assuranee that
every eoffort is being made to prepare for
their absorption. The other evening I at-
tended at the town hall a meeting of the
Westralian Products League, Seome time
previbusly I had joined that body, feeling
that if we could follow out the ideas of the
league, great good would accrune, A litile
while age I saw in the ‘‘Daily News’’ an
article headed ‘‘That Eastern Drain,’’ The
reference was not lo anything down East
Perth way, but to the Eastern drain upon
our finances in respect of those things which
we could grow or produce for ourselves, In
Jure last we sent away £676,780 for articles
imported from the Eastern States. Hon,
members will say that all this is not new,
that it has been brought np time after time.
I think the oftener we bring it up and direct
attention to it, the better for the State.
The Government Statistician provided fig-
wres showing that for  boots and shoes
£41,675 was sent away. Yet we export
thousands of hides overy year and have
tanni¢c acid in various forms waiting to be
utilised. We have all the raw materials
and all the faeilitics for supplying our
wants, and yet only a fraction of the foot-
wear required in this State is being manu-
factured locally. The other evening T had a
very interesting conversation with the member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin), who pointed out shoes that were
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being made locally at a very moderate price
as compared with the price of the imported
article. Yet it appears that people will in-
gist npon having footwear from America, or
from the Eastern H{ates, or from Stafford,
or from some of the other manufacturing
centres of the old country. Apparently our
locally made articles are not good enough
for them, T listened with the greatest in-
terest to the addresses delivered at the meet-
ing in the Town MHall, when it was advo-
cated that the people of Western "Australia
should be patriotic and should support the
goods made in this State. I had the plea-
sure of introducing to the Premier a depu-
tation who asked not for money but for sym-
pathy and help, which the Government
could give to such 2 movement. It is there-
fore, especially opportune to-night to em-
phasise the importance of supporting the
leagre which is condueting an education
campsigh to convinee the people of this
State of the need of buying locally made
articles; and of retaining in the State the
three-quarters of a million of money which
month after month is being sent away to
purchase goods which ean be produced here,
Let members think what the expenditure of
this money locally would mean in the way
of in¢reased activity. Think what it would
mean  if we ~ manufactured locally the
£41,000 worth of boots, which at present we
import every month! Think what it would
mean if we produced the. £43,265 worth of
butter which in the month of June was im-
ported from the ¥asterm States! The
leader of the Country party (Mr. Harrison)
said that our importations of butter would
spon be cut off, The soower they are
ent off the Dbetter. When we realise
lhiowever, that so recently as the month of
June £43 000 was sent to the Eastern States
to supply Western Anstralia with butter, it
seems that we must still be some distance off
supplying our own requirements, Biscuits
and confectionery of a quality equal to any-
thing produced in Newecastle, Sydney or Mel-
bhourne, are being made in Western Austra-
lia; yet in June we sent over £20,000 to the
Eastern States for articles of this deserip-
tion. We import dried fruits. Mr. De Garis,
a most enterprising man, visited this State
recently, We reqnire somgone with similar
enterprise to push the sale of our own dried
fruits, wine, and fresh fruits.
Mr. Troy: Are you a prohibitionistd

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am not. If we had
someone of Mr. De Garis’s capacity in this
State, we shovld soon ent out this monthly
®ill of £8,485 now paid to the Eastern States
for dried fruits. We can grow some of the
finest fruits and ean produce raisins, sul-
tanas and currants equal to any grown elge-
where, and it is remarkable that we should
be sending such a large sum to the Eastern
States for these commodities. We shonld be
supplying our own requirements in jams and
jellies, It seems mecessary to urge the out-
side publie to be patriotic and to support our
local indusiries. Recently I heard the wife

671

of a member of this House state that ‘‘this
products’ league wants us to buy local rub-
bish, rather than Jones's jam.’’

Mr, Thomson: The local industries pay
rates and taxes here and Jones does not.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: We can produce the
fruit and carry on the industry just as well
ag it is carried on in the Eastern States; yet
we continue to import toms of rubbish _to
use a vulgar term I would ¢all it mush. Noth-
ing should appeal more to the pecple of this
State than the idea of turning our loeally
grown froit into jams and preserves and re-
taining thig large sum of money in the State.
A great development has lately taken plaee
in the bacon and ham industry, but so re-
cently as June last £10,984 was sent to the
Eastern States to supply our requirements of
these commodities. IForemilk we sent away
£19,000, and for one month’s supply of pota-
toes £12,482. 8o one might continue right
through the list. In that month we sent out-
of the State three-qaurters of a million of
money for goods which could easily be pro-
duced here. I deem it my duty to specially
direct the attention of members to the exis-
tence of this league, which haa as its motto
““My country first.’’

Mr. Froy: Australia first?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Western Auastralia first,
Australiz second, Britain and the Dominions
third and the outside world last, During
the war over 200 new industries were started
in Australia. Some of them were of ¢ongid-
erable importance and are now employing
large numbers of people. They represent =
considerable outlay of capital, and offer a
field of employment for many of our returned
soldiers and sailors. That forward move-
ment has been confined almost entirely to the
Easteru States, In Western Australia there
his been very little development in the way
of new industries. Some two years ago,
while visiting Sydney, I made inquiries from
tiie then Treasurer, Mr. Fitzpatrick, who sup-
plied me with a list showing. the new indus-
tries started in New South Walea. It will
be said that the Eastern States had war
moneys to spend and had almost unlimited
capital to work upon. It is true that they
were enjoying the cream of the war expen-
diture, *while we in. Western Australia got
nothing more than the erumbs from the table.
Tt is interesting to note the variety of new
industries which were started in that State
during the war. While we were stagnating,
and while we were retarded in our efforts,
largely on account of the war and the lack
of funds, the people in Néew South Wales
availed themselves of the golden opportuni-
ties presented to them. However, there is
all -the more reason why we should now try
to conserve our industries and encourage a

greater volume of output, in order to
ent off thia Eastern drain to which
I bave referred. This list comprises
textiles, machinery for ecarding, finishing,

gilling, wool yarn, agricultural machinery, a
canning plant at Leeton irrigation area, mo-
tor eycles, collapsible tin and lead tubing
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and caps for tooth paste, stamped metal
handles and fittings for cabinets, roll top
desks, phonograph cabiunets, steel works, coke
ovens and the by-prodnets benzole, solvent
naphtha, carbolic aecid, erysilic acid, naphtha-
line, creosote, disinfectants, distilled tar,
railway axles, extraetion of oil from timber,
metal badges, asbestos roofing and building
migterial, an asbestos mine opened, roofing
tiles, fire bricks, fibro cement roofing, rein-
forced concrete, white lead, paint and var-
nish works, boot factories largely extended,
saddle trees, woollen goods, a new loom built,
woollen and silk hosiery, linen goods, mungo
—the waste produced in a woollen mill from
hard gpun or felted cloth or from fearing up
old clothes used in making cheap cloth,
mechanieal orchestras, sewing maehines, wood
and tin toys, children’s triecycles, boitles,
watch eases, rabbit traps, horse iron, linseect
oil, bronze and copper work, chemicals, per-
frmery, confectionery, meat extracts and
tinned vegetables. That list shows the en-
terprise which has been displayed in the
Rastern States during recent years, amd it
should certainly give us heart and encourage-
ment to follow in their footsteps. The Pre-
mier has expressed his sympathy with the
league, and his anxiety to help it. The
league has asked him net for finamcial aid
bhut for sympathy. If householders showed
sypmpathy with the league by supporting
loeally produced and manufactured articles,
they would be doing a great deal towards
stopping this Eastern drain and would retain
in this State for the support of additional
population here, the large amount of money
whieh is now being sent to the FEastern
States. Members may not regard the league
as being so important as T eonsider it is, but
L trust that when the people of this State
read their copies of the ‘West Aunatralian’
and the ‘‘Daily News’’ to-morrow, they will
have their eyes opened to this opportunity to
help their own State by’ supporting locally
made goods, provided manufacturers do their
part by supplying articles of the best quality,
Certain remarks were passed this evening
with regard to railway freights and super-
phosphates. I am sorry the member for
North-East Fremantle is not here. Those
areas which are producing hondreds of thou-
sands of bags of wheat to-day, seme years
ago were considerad impossible from the
wheat-growing standpoint. In conversation
with an old farmer in Kellerberrin years ago
I was inforined that this was not considered
to be a wheat-growing district when he began
farming. It was only by the introduction of
superphospbate, by early seeding, by using
early varieties of wheat, and by fallowing
that wheat growing had been made possible
there. - Occasionally wheat could he grown,
hut on’y at long intervals would it come to a
head.  For three seasons out of four the
wheat would not mature. T have seen places
where, without the use of superphosphates,
the wheat bhad grown perbaps two or three
inches high with an ear about a quarter of
an inch” long, and alongside, where the =uper
had done its work, there was to be gcen wheat
from 4ft. to 5ft. 6in. in height with full eara.
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1t is evident that superphogphate has made
possible an industry which would net have
bheen in existence to-day but for that com-
modity. As the leader of the Country party
has pointed out, other countries consider that
there should be coneessions in regard to re-
turned empties. Anything that will increase
the carviage of goods on the vailways is a
good proposition. In New Zealard super-
phosphate is carried free. The authorities
there are far-seeing enough to know thnt it
pays them in the long run to do so. L do not
think there is moch ground for cavilling at
the carriage of superphosphate at a slightly
cheaper rate than perkaps some hon. mem-
hers would like to see. Ome hag only to logk
at what the farmers have to pay in mercased
rates in other directions to realise that if
they obtained a concession in the carriage ot
superphosphate they are paying out on other
lines in the same way that the real of the
community is doing, Any concession theve
might be on the carriage of superphosphate
would he far ontweighed by the addifional
l'erdens imposed upon the farming comwmiun-
ity, burdenrs which no doubt will continne to
increase, because a large proportion of the
£336,000 to which I bave referred will eome
from the country districts. I desire to- see
secondary industries encouraged and expaid.
1 wlso want to see the natural induwstries of
the State, which are not of a parasitic
growth, but the natural outcome of the de-
velopment of the primary industries, zlso 7o
ahead, Without quoting the figures men-
tioned in the Budget, I wish to give tho
House a few simple statistics. With regard
to the industries of Western Australia, for

-the past 12 months the agricultural indwstry

has turned ont a value equal to 27 per cent.
of the whole. The pastoral industry has
torned out 26 per cent., and the mining in.
iustry 14 per cent. The dairying, poultry,
and hee-farming industries are responsible
for four per cent., and forestry and fisheries
five per cent., while the manufacturing see.
tion is responsible only for 14 per cent. It is
evident that there is a big field for the de-
velopment of our manufacturts, in flour mills,
for ingtance. It is a good idea to keep the
bran and offal, and the phosphatic acid which
remaing with it, within the country, Rather
than send away wheat in its unprepared
atate we should shave mills here, whether co-
operative or any other form of mill, export
cur flour, and keep the offal in the country.
In this way we shall do good, not only tu
the producer, who will get better value for
his produce, but alsc te the dairy farmer, the
pig raiser, and those who keep stock geuer-
aily, by making available to them a tair
proportion of the offal at a fair priee. Al
though the Western Australian manufactur-
ing distrigts are only contributing 14 per
eent. of the total value of the produetion
of the State, the valve of Austra-
lia’s production per head of the popu-
Jation was slightly higher than that of
the balance of the Commonwealth. Tt is
pleasing to note the energy of the member for
Canning (Mr. Robinson) and the member for
North Perth (Mr. Smith) on the question of
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woollen mills. This projeet is worthy of the
best support the Government can give it,
a3 well as the support of people who have
money to invest, Those hon. members have
Dbeer most assiduous in their attention to
this partienlar development, and I hope be-
fore long to see woollen mills operating in
Western Australia. In the other States they
were aterted under less favourable oppor-
tunities than present themselves in Western
Australia to-day. Woollen goods are being
turned out in Onkaparinga, Geelong, Marrick-
ville, and Tasmania, where they are produe-
ing rngs, blankets, and other things equal
to anything produced clsewhere. We have the
material in Australia, and there ig no reason
why the guality should not be of the best.
T hope it will not be long before the neces-
sary buildings are put up, and mills are
turning out these lines in Weastern Australia,
so that we e¢an keep our produce within
the country, and render it unnecessary for
money to be sent abroad for this class of
goods, At present we send our wool 12,000
miles overseas, have it made up, and brought
back again with 100 per cent. added to the
price, This sort of thing also applies to
hides, T should like to draw the attention of
the member for Gascoyne {Mr., Angelo} to
a paragraph I ecame across the other day. I
believe that in the rivers of the North-West
there are crocodiles or alligators. That hon.
member is indefatigable so far as the North-
West and the Gascoyne are concerned, and I
thought I would bring this paragraph under
kis motice to see whether he could do some-
thing to encourage the industry fore-
shadowed in the newspaper cutting, A gen-
tleman wanted a new pair of brown shoes,
and went to his bootmaker about them. The
bootmaker suggested crocodile leather as
being most np to date, the cost of such a
pair of shoes being four guineas. The boot-
maker lifted down a roll of leather and
spreadl it before his customer and said that
it was ordinary cow skin made inte imita-
tion eroeodile leather, and treated to make it
look sealy and ¢‘crockish.’’
laughed when hiz customer asked for real
instead of imitation erocodile leather, and
assured him that all the ecrocodile leather
shoes in Australia were made of this im-
ported stuff,. He said, too, *‘If you will get
me a real crocodile I will®buy it from you.’’
The article concluded—

There seemed something queer about it
i a country that grew the beast unaided
—if one shipload was brought from the
North, and tanned, the footneeds of every
medish miss in Australia would be hon-
cstly supplied; and then hew about supply-
ing the rest of the world?
‘The question then asked might well apply
to our leather indusiry generally. Is it lack
of enterprise or faultimess in our tanning
operations, or the lack of good tanmers that
liave brought about this position?

Mr. Brown: Bhortage of crocodiles!

The bootmaker,

G73

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I would suggest to the
member for Gascoyne that it would be a
fine thing to have real Gascoyne erocodile
skin mementoes to sell to the passengers who
went through on the steamers.

Mr. Smith: Do you suggest the hon, mem-
ber should go out shooting crocodiles?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I agked a question in
the House the other day with regard to wire
netting - supplies. T was informed by the
Premier that owing to the excessively high
cost and inability to obtain large quantities,
only small lots were being purchased and
supplied for feneing in water suppliea. The
Honorary Minister also gave me this aston-
ishing answer to another gquestion. I asgked
him whether inquiries had been made from
the big manufactories which had been started
in the Eastern States as to prices and sup-
plies, so that consumers might secure cheaper
sypplies of this very necessary commodity.
He replied that the department were so wide
aweke that it was known that works were
bring established in the Hasdtern BStates.
The member for Williams-Narrogin inter-
jected that the works had been moved from
Parramatta Road Sydney, to Newecastls, and
were only about two feet high., This struek
me as extraordinary, seeing that when I was
at the works two years agoe they were turn-
ing out wire netting, I waz assured by the
manager, too, that they would be shortly in
a position to supply the needs of Australia.
Further than that, Mr, Massey QGreene, in
the House of Representatives two months
ago, stated that within four months from
that date the works would be able to supply
the needs of Australia, Only this week I had
o letter from Lysaght’s saying—

Yon are quite wrong in supposing that

we had moved our works to Neweastle. The.

Liysaghts that are starting work there 1s
the company to which T refer above, ani
it is putting np works for the manufae-
tore of sheet iron; corrngated and other-
wise, This company has no connection with
my company whatever. There iz some
question of another wire netting works
starting at Newecastle, but from what I
hear actual supplies from such a source
can still be considered as in the dim future.
In regard to my own company, we have
considerably jinereased our output sinee I
had the pleasure of seeing you, and al-
thongh we are not yet quite turning out
netting to the maximwm capacity of our
factory, we are able to supply all the
netting we -are asked for. As a matter of
faet at the present moment we are just
about at the end of our erders for rabbit
netting and looking out for custom. Dur-
ing the last year or two we have made

considerable strides in the manufaeture of -

wire and it is through the increased out-
put of our mills that we have been ahle to
correspondingly increase the output of wire
netting, I have recently been regularly
supplying the New South Wales, Victorian
and South Awvstralian Governments and
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have offered to supply the Queensland

Government withi anything required within

reason.,

The Premier and the Honorary Minister were
correct in saying that the price was pro-
hibitive, but was any serious attempt made
to find out whether supplies were available.
These people state that they have been
supplying the needs of the Fastern States,
but we here are informed that we cannot get
any wire netting, ’

The Premier: Your question was answered.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: But I like my ques-
tions answered in something like a reason-
able way. A matter to which I wish to draw
the attention of the Attorney Gencral is the
question of submitting an amendment of the
Hire Purchase Act. I have already referred
to hardships which have been inflicted on cer-
tain people in connection with the purchase
of machinery on terms, and I have cited a
case where one individual paid £96 on a har-
vester, and because he fell behind in his pay-
ments, he had the implement taken away.

Mr, Smith; By the State Implement
Works?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Ne. T have submit-
ted a copy of the Act to the Attorney Gen-
eral and I would like to hear from him or
from the Premier that legisiation on similar
lines will be introduced.

The Attorney General:
sidered the effect of it?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If I paid £96 for au
implement and then had it taken from me
without getting any credit for the payment
I had made, I should consider a distinet in-
justice had been done to me, The direction
in which I wish to see legislation introduced
in that if a vendor becomes again possessed
of an implement, other than a binder, the
original owner shall be given credit for it if
a re-sale i3 made, less of course reasonable
expenses incurred im bringing about that
further sale. The man who had to give up
the implement should certainly get some-
thing like a fair thing for it. We can imagine
the effect of a farmer losing an agricultural
implement in the middle of harvesting. Not
only i3 an injustiée done in a case such as
that, but the unfortunate individual is sub-
jeeted to great inconvenience and loss. T
trust the Attorney General will see his way
to introduce legislation so as to make the
position of those who purchase implements
on the hire system more secure than it is, I
have already referred to the efforts which
have been made by the members for North
Perth and Canning in the direction of estab-
lishing secondary industries. It is gratifying
to know hon, members are moving in this
direction as well as in the direction of bring-
ing about bulk handling of wheat. It is
pleasing to find the member for Gascoyne,
in gseason and out of season, advocating the
prinecipal needs of a portion of the North-
West. Other members, too, are awakening
to the importanee of the establishment of in-
dustries and only to-day a gquestion was asked
on behalf af the member for Claremont (Mr.
Duff) in the direction of bringing about the

Have you con-
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repulping of waste paper. Tt is a matter of
congratulation that the House iz recognis-
ing the needs of the country and that it is
beginning to realise also that there are
poténtalities which are ecapable of being de-
veloped. When we reach the Apgricultural
Estimates, T hope to learn from the Minister
in charge of them what it is proposed to do
in eonnecetion with the agricultural college.
The Minister promised to lay on the Table
of the House a report dealing with this ques-
tion, but so far nothing has come to light.
Then when we reach the Railway Estimates,
I shall expect the Minister to tell me some-
thing in connection with the crops that are
burnt by the sparks from his locomotives
during  the dry  season, We lhave
heard a good deal about the efficiency
of the new spark arrester, and I hope
that when it is fixed to the locomotives it
will be completely successful. I did intend
to say a good deal more but I do not pro-
pose to weary the House any further beyend
expressing the hope that every effort will
e made to foster the already establighed
industries, and that everyone will regard it
as a sort of gospel that he must preach that
all must purchase goods mnraufactured in this
country. Only to-day the member for Swan
and T were gazing at the window of a groe-
ery store and we failed to locate anything
that was of loecal manufacture. If we de-
clared that we would not purchase anything
that was made outside the State, we would
soon bring about inereased activity in many
ways and there would be in the State the
circulation of a great deal of money which
for so long has been going out of the State
and still goes out of the State, a sum of
money which runs into £600,000 per month.

[Mr, Foley took the Chair.]

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.25): I hope
that hon, members will avail themselves of
the opportunity to express their views with
regard to the Budget as presented by the
Premier. What I have to say will be said
as briefly as possible because there is no need
for me to reiterate the figures which have
been so ably put before hon. members by the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W.
C.-Angwin). T must congratulate that hom.
member upon the study bhe made of the Bud-
get and on his clear explanation regarding
the comparisons , between the admin-
istration of the present Government and that
of the Labour Government of which he was
a member. We lknow that the position of
the Btate is best determined by the condition
of its finances. If we are financially solvent,
we are in a sound position. If we are badly
off financially, the outloock is not good,
nor is the community so happy. We
know that the deficit amounts to over four
millions, and that although the Premier has
prophesied & surplus om this year’s opera-
tions and a veduection in the deficit, there iz
now a likelihood that that hops will not be
fulfilled. Although there is a possibility of
our getting high prices for seme of our eom-
modities, and that there is likely te be an
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increage in the earnings of the business un-
dertakings operated by the State, other
things may arise to alter the complexion of
affairs. This afterncon the Premier inti-
mated that he proposed to raise the railway
rates because of the new Arbitration Court
award. The previous speaker said .that we
had a buoyant revenue, but I would point out
that the buoyancy cannot be permanently
maintained. A nomber of factors lhave nat-
wrally assisted towards that buoyaney, and
will assist this year and probably next year,
but those factors will not operate as the years
go on. Now js the time therefore for the
Treasurer to take the opportunity to put the
affairs of the State on a. satisfactory basis
80 that when high prices ceage and lower
priees operate again, we shall be able
to face the future with some certainty.
Our buoyant revenue is (ue entirely to the
faet that our producis have been bringing
very high prices in the world’s markets,
We have received a very high price for our
wool, a high price for our wheat, and 2
high price for our timber; and sinee all this
money has been returned to this Siate, it
has been subjeeted to taxation. © The in-
come tax has been increased, and the re-
venue received from income tax has beeu
a considerable amount during the Iast year.
During the same period the railway earn-
ings have risen. All that revenue has con-
siderably angmented our funds. But that
sort of thing is going to end. In my opinion
thére is no doubt that we are living in a
state of wunreal: prosperity. There is an
air of prosperity thronghout the land,” but
to my mind it 18 not real, not sound. City
lands are bringing high prices to-day, and so
are country lands, and large amounts of
moeney are ehanging hands. There seems to
be any amount of money in the pockets of
the people for the purehase of pgoods and
commodities. Littla value is attached to
maoney to-day, because it has little purchasing
value. In former days we prized a pound,
but we do not prize it so wmueh to-day, simply
beeause it goes mowhere. In my opinion our
prosperity is very unreal. It will last
as long as the Commonwealth Government
can raise loans to be expemded by the
States in soldier settlement and in building
war homes and in cashing gratuity bonda.
‘While that sort of thing is in operation the
State is all right, beeause plenty of money
ig being expended. But that time is going
tv cease, and when it does cease, and when
onr wool and wheat bring normal prices,
as they will in a few years when all the
other countries of the world are producing
as they were before the war, then the real
position of this State will be determined.
It is due to whatever Government may be
in power to so arrange the finances of this
ecountry as to provide for the time when
there will not be the same amount of money
available for taxation as there is to-day, be-
canse there will not be the huge earnings
there are to-day, although the inferest on
the war loans will have to be met and

. earnings due to normal prices,
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State loans will have to be renewed. Then,
in my opiuion, this country will touch bot-
tom, That time is geoing to arrive in a few
years. I am not in the least influenced by
the unreal prosperity now apparent. It is
not real, and it will not last. The Govern-
ment in power ought to provide for what
is going to happen in the not distant future.
This year the revenue will be buoyant
again, because of the money which the
producers will receive and which will be sub-
Ject to faxation. Morcover, there will be
higger earnings from wool and wheat and
timber. This year will be all right if we
get the prices expected. But, in my opinion,
unless we¢ look ahead and try to reduce the
deficit and provide for the future, the time
is coming when we shall be in a position .
of extrgme difficulty, fecause of reduced
‘While our
revenue will be reduced, the interest on our
doans will be just as heavy, and moreover
our loans will be falling duwe. I repeat,
therefore, that our present prosperity is
largely artificial. I de not deny for a mo-
ment that the man on the land is having
rather 'a good time, especially the wool

grower. But the time of normal prices must
return, and then we shall know the real
position of Western Awustralia. I wish to

say a few words regarding railway rates.
The Premier intimated this afternoon that
railway freights and fares shall be further
advanced. Let me repeat the warning 1
have already given the Premier and the
Government, that if they inerease railway
rates any further, particularly rates on the
commodities required by the people in the
back ecountry of Western Australia, that
back country will ceagse to exist as a pro-
ducing factor. There is no doubt about it
It was brought home to me when T was in
Meekntharra early this year., I observed the
conditions of the workers Lhere, and 1 say
those workers cannot possibly exist =and
carry on their industry if the railway ratey
on mnecesaary commodities are to be raised
and the price of those commodities
still further inereased. These people living
600 miles from Perth bave to have the whole
of their requirsments carried over the rail-
ways, and the industry in which they are
employed ia now working on the barest pos-
sible margin of profit, and cannot exist if
railway rates are further increased. Let me
tell the farmers’ representatives that will be a
very bad thing for this country. If the gold
mining industry is injured, as it will be
injured by further increases of railway
rates, it is going to be & very severe set-
back for Western Australia as a whole, and
the farmer will feel it also. The workers
in the gold minineg industry will be com-
pelled to ask for higher wages, hecause they
will not he able to live orn their present
wages; and as a result the industry will
close down., If the Government raise the
ailway ratea, they will be doing it with
their eyes open. A Government with the in-
terests of the country at heart will look
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around and find other means of raising re-
venue than that of always putting the bur-
dea on the unfortunate primary producers
of Western Australin. Perhaps I shall hbe
asked, what can the Governmeut do to make
good the loss on the railways? I will offer
one or two suggestions. Why not increase
the income tax, particularly on incomes over,
say, £2,000 a year? To-day, when £1 has
not the value which 10as. had a few
years ago, the inecomes of a great many peo-
ple are considerably inereased. I suppose
there are five times as many people now re-
ceciving £2,000 a year as there were before
the war. If a heavier income tax were im-
posed, by which the person receiving £2,000
and over per annum would be taxed rea-
gonably, then the revenue of the State would
he considerably augmented. There are many
people to-day receiving £1,000 a year who
were not making £300 a year before the
war. The big prices of wheat and wool ang
other commodities have given many people
considerable increases.

The Minister for Mines: But not net in-

creages.
. Mr. TROY: Not net; but, still, the
incomes are  congiderably in  excess

of these which they received a few years
ago. That i3 one way in which the
revenue could be augmented, and it is far
better to do that than to increase railway
rates, which aetion will, in my opinion, kill
the back country, Take, for instance, the
men spoken of by the lsader of the Country
party, who speaks in a certain way but rarely
acts in that way, The hon. mémber asked,
what about the hig buginess interests in the
ecities? T have spoken about those interests
frequently. T have here a report of a meet-
ing of the Perth Chamber of Commerce, a
meeting at which Mr. Pilkington was pre-
sent and spoke. That gentleman ecommended
the president wpon the excellence of the re-
port, and said it would be a good thing if
all the inembers of the Government could be
induced to read the report, and, although
that might be asking too mauch, could also
be made to understand it. I do mot know
whether Mr. Pilkington’s remark was in-
tended to be sarcastic; but here is a body
of men meeting in committee and giving
gratuitous advice to the people generally,
and to the Government more particularly, as
to how the country should be run, This
ia a body of wen who do not act up to their
obligations to the State as they should do.
They are good at giving adviece, but where do
they eome in as regards contributing to the
revenuc of the country? The leader of the
Country party said that we were moving in z
‘vigions circle. Tn saying that the hon. mem-
ber was merely mounthing a foolish statement
made from time to time by people who want
to exevse what is going on not only in this
country, but throughout the British Empire.
‘We are not moving in a viecious circle. The
neople are chasing after the high cost of
living, and the money ie pouring into the
pockets of people engaged Iin commereial
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aetivities in the ecities and the seaport towna.
There is the position. Those peopls de not
contribute very mueh towards the primary in-
dustries of Western Australia, nor do they
caontribute to the revenue of this country as
they should do. They may speculate a
little here or there in land, but primarily
their biusiness is importing or exporting;
that i3 te say, they are taking their toll on
all that is imported into this country and
all that is exported from this country. They
pay no railway rates. They may pay divi-
dend tax or income tax, bwt im neither re-
spect do they pay any more than any other
indivilnal in the ecommunity. Very often
they pay less, and what they do pay, the
people pay for them. It is up to these gentle-
men to pay their quota to the revenue of
this State and to assist in the development
of industries in the back country, industries
which are responsible for the existence and
prosperity of the towns, That is what is
wrong with Western Australia and with the
whole of Australia. For five long years the
merchant has had Australia by the throat.
Let people say what they like about profiteer-
ing. The ‘‘Bulletin’’ and other newspapers
have printed the balanee sheets of importing
and manufacturing firms in the Eastern
States, showing enormous profits; and what
has ocecurred there has also occurred in West-
ern Australia, though in a lesser degree by
reason of the smaller volume of business in
this State. These people have not contri-
buted their quota-at all. Here we have a
Government with power to make them pay
their quota, but the Government prefer to
put the burden on the primary producer. I
speak a8 ome who represents the people en-
gaged in the primary industries. I elaim
to be a truer representstive of the primary
producer than a lot of those who pretend to
represent him but whose actions are by no
means up to the level of their professions.
There was a time when the Minister for
Railways would have voiced the same prin-
ciples 28 I am expressing now, but he is
associated with a party who are not pre- |
pared to carry out the policy which we on
this side helieve to be in the best interests of
Western Australia. And neither are the Coun-
try party prepared to carry out that policy.
They will go a certain distance, but they
will not go the whole hog; and that is my
objection to them. They come into this
House andl pretend they are acting in the
interests of the primary producer, but they
will not, unless forced to do so, follow sueh
a poliey to its logical conclusion. T say this
with all due apologies to the member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering), who, at least in

speech, is one of the whole-hogpers.
The majority of them are not, and that
ig my ohjection to them as a party.

I have no objection at all to them ss in-
dividuals. It always arouses my indigna-
tion to think that these importers and ex-
porters can sit in the cities and ports and
make such enormous profita while taking
very little risk indeed. Not one of them wilt
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.
give eredit to a man unless he has good rea-
soit to believe that the man is sound. They
pay no harbour dues, no eustoms duties.
They pass these things on to the community.
Inereased harbour dnes and higher cnstoms
duties do not affect them, as they can pass
on the irnereases. They are the people who
give gratuitous advice to the Government as
to how the country should be carried on. I
hare never had muech regard for the profes-
sions of these people. If there is one body
in the community which deserves less consid-
eration than any other, it is the body of men
constituting the Chammbers of Comimerce,
many of whom are merely birds of passage.
I remember a gentleman, W. E, Moxon, who
was President of the Perth or Fremantle
‘Chamber of Gominerce and from time to time
pave gratuitous advice to former Govern-
ients of the country. He was the chief
spokesman of the Clhambers of Commerce in
Tis day. He lived here but a few years,
and then went to Queensland; and he is giv-
iug gratuitovs advice to the Government of
Queensland now. Possibly he will be removed
to Vietoria, and in that case ne doubt he
would he found advising the Victorian Gov-
wrnment. He had not a solitary interest in
this country. He could give ug advice as to
the running of a country in which he had no
interests, except that he was the agent of a
company whose head quarters are in another
State. These are largely the gentlemen who
represent the Perth Chamber of Commerce,
who are responsible for supporting in this
State and in the Federal arena Governments
which are always laying burdensg on the prim-
ary prodneer, and at the same time mouthing

principles to the contrary. Then there
is the question of land tax. Twelve months
ago T sold a property in Perth. Yes-

terday I could have got an advance of £200
on the price I had previously accepted. Al
properties bave largely increased in value,
not only in Perth but also in the counfry.
Yet there is apparently'no desire on the part
of the Government to increase the land tax,
by which the people living in the city would
pay their guota to the State revenue, City
*_property holders do not pay increased rail-
.way rates, for they are not engaged in prim-
ary production. As I pointed out on the
Address-in-reply, the amount reeeived in re-
venue from land tax last year was £1,000
less than that received 10 years ago, notwith-
standing the enocrmous increase in land val-
ues. City people, the value of whose pro-
perties has been increased by the expenditure
of momney in the country and the develop-
ment of our primary industries, escape their
fair share of taxation. There are many
means of raising revenue. In Queensland
and in New South Wales the State Govern-
aments bave public trustee departments. In
this Statp the work is carried on by the
West Auvstralian Trustee, Executor and
Agency Company, Ltd. It iz a very good
business, and the company makes large pro-
fita, The Government do all bankraptcy,
prebate and integtate work, and there is no
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reason why they should not undertake this
trustee work, as in Queensland apd. New
South Wales. It is naturally a Government
business, for who could be bhetter trustees
for the individual than the State Govern-
ment? The funds of their clients could he
invested, just as are the Savings Bank funds.

Mr. Smith: We have had some shocking
examples of how the Government manage
buosiness concerns.

Mr. TROY: BShocking examples of bhow
officials, not the Government, maeage such
concerns. There has been no shocking ex-
ample of how the Government Savings Bank
is rum.

Mr. Smith: The Government Savings
Bank may be run at a loss, for all we know.

Mr. TROY; Nobody doubts the financial
position of the Savings Bank. What has
been done with the Savings Bank could be
done by a public trustee department operated
by the Government,

Mr. O’Loghlen:
New Zealand.

Mry. TROY: Again, we are told by mem-
bers of the Country party that we ought to
eliminate waste, that everybody ought to bo
usefully employed. The Chamber of Com-
merce tells us the same thing, advises uwa to
force: out inte the agricultural areas those
who are not doing a fair day’s work, In
view of this, why do not the Government
introduce State insurance? Queensland has
made a glea.t success of the cnterpr:se In
Western Australia we have 40 insurance com-
panies orerating, each with a richly fur-
nished office for which a high rental is paid,
and each with a nwnerous and expensive
staff. Taney 40 such companies living on
this small community of 334,000 persons!
Strange to say, although we are told that
the presence of these 40 companies means
competition, they all, even to the Westralian
Farmers, charge the same rates. I commend
to the Government, and to.the leader of the
Country party, by whose grace the Govern-
ment remain in power, the oppertunity here
presented for forcing out inte the primary
tndustries a body of useful, intelligent men,
who, no doubt, would do a’ great deal of
good in the country, while the State would
be able to snecessfully carry on their busi-
ness in the city much more cheaply than it is
done at the present time., I am convinced
that if the Government want revenue they
can easily get it. There are undertakings
now eontrolled by the Chamber of Commerce
whieh the Government counld very properly
operate.  But apparently the Government,
when wanting money, have no policy other
than saddling the unfortunate primary pro-
ducer with further burdens. Yet they have
the impudence te pretend to those people
that their one caré and thought is for prim-
ary production. That is what is wrong, and
I do not think the Government will put it
right. I should like to hear the Attorney
General on the question of the establishment
of a publie trustee department,

It is in operation in
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Mr. Smith: Do you think the other side
wonld put it right? :

Mr. TROY: They would make the at-
tempt.

Mr. Smith: You had a chance before.

Mr. TROY: And the succesa of our ef-

forts is evidenmced by the fact that the Gov-
ernment to-day are reaping a harvest in the
shape of largely increased revenue from
undertakings initiated by the Labour Govern-
ment,

Mr. Smith: Reaping the whirlwind.

Mr. TROY: No, reaping the harvest. What
does the Minister for Mines say?

The Minister for Mines: Oh, do not wake
me up.

Mr. TROY: I do not doubt that if this
party were to come into power again to-
morrow, and were to introduce State insur-
ance, the ‘‘Sunday Times’’ would be the
first to misrepresent them, We ghould have
in its columns, under scare head lines, the
maost alarming reports of what was happening
in Queensland.

Mr. Smith. On the contrary, the f‘Sun-
day Times’’ would take out the first policy.

Mr. TROY: The Premier deelared that a
good deal of the industrial unrest is caused
by the high cost of living. He said that if
we all agreed to get down and work for 12
months we ghould put the State right,

Mr, Pickering: Do you not think there
is something in that? )

Mr. TROY: I admit it. But the réason
for the industrial unrest is that the people
engaged in laborious work, in the very best
work in the country, are finding great diffi-
culty in making ends meet, They are alarmed
by the faet that their economic position is
ungeund, that they cannot make provision
for themselves and their families. No man
knocks off work for fun.

Mr. Pickering: Oh!
Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you know of an in-
stance? .

My, TROY: A little while ago I had an
opportunity for seeing the domestic con-
ditions of some of our workers more clearly
than ever the hon. member for Sussex has
been able to do. I visited the homes of men
engaged in what, from a health point of
view, can only be described as the worst
industry in Weatern Australia. In Meeka-
tharra I went to the home of a man and his
wife and four children., The man had ecut
out tobacco, sauces, jams and other like
necessities, while the mother had patched and
repatched the clothes of herself and her
¢hildren till they were threadbare. If I had
not seen these things, if I had been alto-
gether removed from the induatry for a num-
ber of years, I, too, like the hon, member,
might have been inclined to discount such a
statement as T am making. I saw thiz man
going o work every day, and I divined that
hig wife knew by his pallid face that he was
steadily contracting miner’s disease. How is
it poegible for the minds of those people to
be other ithan agitated and distressed? That
is the position of numbers in the back coun-
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try to-day. I want to say this to the mem-
ber for Sussex

Mr. O’Loghlen:
while.

Mr. TROY: He may be able to do some-
thing in the council of his party. To-day
the farmers are demanding for the wheat-
grower export parity for wheat,

Mr. Brown: They will never get it.

Mr. TROY: I hope they never will I
am not more unselfish than others. T grow
wheat myself, but I do think that the farmers
will be more unreasonable and selfish, and
the Country party not playing the game in
demanding export parity for a commo-
dity so essential to the well-being of the
people. If the price of bread is raised to 1s.
per loaf, thousands in this State will not be
akle to purchase it. Wages muet go up, and
industries must close down., All that is re-
quired for the local consumption of Western
Avstralia is two million bushele. The few
bushels to be contributed by each farmer to
that “local conswmnption will not make num
much richer or poorer. At Ts. 8d. per bushel
for ‘local consumption the farmer is getting
a fair thing for his commodity.

Mr. Bmith: Bapecially since it is guaran-
teed.

Mr. TROY: I have heard members of the
Country party say that the farmer is entitled
to the export parity, that export parity is
paid for cocal. But it is not. Even if i was,
it is not 80 essential to Western Australia as
is the loaf.

Mr, -Pickering: We do not hear much sym-
pathy for the fruit growers,

Mr. O’Loghlen: We are with the fruit
grower and the poultry farmer, too.

Mr, TROY: The price of 7a. 8d. a bushel
is a fair one for all the wheat required for
lccal econsumption, and no farmer can eay to
the contrary, because that price gives more
than a fair balance over the cost of produe-
tion, even though the cost of production has
inereased. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: When the Premier an-
nounced the 5s. a bushel guaranteed, he got
more cheers than the Prince.

Mr. TROY: Regarding the balance of the
wheat available for export, I hope the far-
mer will get all he possibly can for it. There
was s time in Wegtern Australia when the
position of the farmers was as bad as it pos-
sibly could be. At that time the people of
the State had fo come i{o their assistanece
with the expenditure of hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds. If it had not beem for the
people of this State standing behind the
farmers and assisting them in this way, at
least 20 per cent. of the farmers would not
have been able to hold on. They have Leen
able to hold on by virtue of the fact that
the people of the goldfields and the towns
and elsewhere stood behind them, and ad-
vaneced the money and kept them on their
holdings. Has any body of men ever been
so well treated? There was much criticism of
the Industries Assistance Board, but I ecan
say as one who was reared on the land in
New South Wales during the pioneering days
that the farmers never received such support

I do not think it is worth
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as our farmers in Western Australia received.
They were provided with water supplies, seed
wheat, and superphosphate and an allowance
of 9s. a day fo maintain them on their hold-
ings, so that they might he able to build up
hemes and competences for themselves. It was
2 wonderful policy, and it was made possible
only by the fact that the people of the State
stood behind the Government who were re-
sponsible for the poliey, subscribed the
money and paid the interest on it. Now, the
farmers’ day has eome; but we should never
forget that we shall have bad seasons again
and, when they do come again, it iz only
a step from affiuence to poverty for many of
them. In New South Wales last year it was
necessary to assist the farmers. South Aus-
traliz has had fo assist her farmers time and
again, although they have had many periods
of prosperity. I am not a philanthropist,
_but the difference hetween 7s. 8d. a bushel
and the export parity on the few bushels
which would represent my quota to the home
consumption requiremnents of the State would
neither make nor break me. I hope the Pre.
mier will ammnounce a fair and reasonable
price for wheat required for home consump-
tion before the farmers get into their minds
that they are going to receive exporf parity
for it. If the Premier does this, there will
be very little opposition from a majority of
the farmers of this State. The farmers are
not unreasonable men. A few of them might
complain and a few might write to the
papers; but if the Premier makes. an an-
nouncement early, he will save 2a loit of
trouble and a lot of industrial turmeil. If
the Premier raises the price of wheat to the
price being paid overseas, thousands of
people will be unable t¢ buy the loaf. Wages,
too, will increase, and this will mean that
many of our industries will be compelled to
close ' down, T appeal to the member. for
Sessex (Mr. Pickering) from the motive of
personal safety, to advise his farmer con-
stituents to make a temporary loss for the
greater good of the whole of the eommunity.

Mr. Piekering: I had a motion before the
House for a reduetion of the tariff and no
one supported it.

Mr. TROY: That was a waste of time,
This House has no voice whatever in con-
nection with the tariff. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why did not some of
your 13 colleagues support yout

My, TROY: The hon. member knows this
Houge has no power to deal with the tariff.
.If we had passed such a motion, the Federal
Government would have laughed at it. The
hon. member had his opportunity at the last
Federal elections. T told all the people 1
addressed that the raising of the tariff would
be one of the means by which the Federal
Government wounld raise the necessary rev-
enue to enable them &o pay interest on the
war loans and to meet their obligations. I
knew it was coming. The hon. member had
his opportunity then. Why did not he send
in members who were pledged to oppose any
increase in the tariff? Let those who were
responsible for the present state of affairs
accept the responsibility. I had no voice in
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it, save that I did my best to warn the
people of what has happened. Regarding
the overseas party, it is a most unsound pro-
position to ask for export parity for any
commodity produced in Western Australia
and required for home consumption, If this
principle is to operate, the people here will
be no better off than those who are living
15,000 miles away and are deperdent on our
produce. Our people might as well be living
in Germany, Awstria, Franes, Italy, or any
other country, because the fixing of the ex-
port parity will be tantamount t¢ asking them
to pay as much for the commodity as if they
were living 15,000 miles away.

The Premier: Oh no, it would be exclusive
of freight,

Hon. W. C., Angwin: They are charging
here freight as well, execept on flonr.

Mr. TROY: There ought to be some con-
sideration for the people living in the coun-
try where the commodity is produced,

Mr, Pickering: I wonder if the “Sunday
Times’’ will reduce its charge ‘for advertise-
menty,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: In view of the num.
ber of ddvertisements, that paper cught to
be distributed free of cost.

Mr, TROY: The people living in this coun-
try should enjoy some advantage in respect
to the commoditiea produced here. The
workers of this country are being asked to
produce, produce, produce, and they know
that the greater proportion of the commadi-
ties they produce is sent overseas, and that of
what remains they are charged the highest
price possible for their requirements. There
is no encouragement for them to produce
under such 2 policy as that. They ask—
‘“What is the use of producing? We are
producing millions of pounds worth of wool,
wheat, hutter, and other commodities, and.
still we are suffering under the ever-increas-
ing cost of living,’’ We can well understand
their standpoint, The workers must be con-
sidered. While we want all the money we
can get to pay our taxation and particularly
interest on our huge war debts, we ought at
the same time to provide for the people in
thig country their living requirements at a
reasonable cost. Moreover, if the export
parity is insisted upom, it will mean a
bigger handieap in the procuring of labour
in the agricultural areas. The man who
works for the farmer gets his commodities
at a reasonable cost, but if the price is to
be increased the farmer will be unable to
get his clearing done 8o cheaply or his
fencing so cheaply.

Mr. Pickering: He does not get it cheaply
in any case.

Mr, TROY: He does.

Mr. Pickering: What, fencing wired

Mr. ("Loghlen;: In .clearing and fencing
t.h_e contractor is provided with mutton at
a cheaper price than that for which it ean
be purchased elsewhere.

Mr. TROY: Yes, at 5d. or 6d. a pound,
because that is one of the conditions of the
contract. Any man working on a farm is
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entitled to receive his requirements at as
low a price as possible. That is the policy
which should operaté in the State generally.
I am having some clearing done at the pre-
sent time, and the mar engaged upon it ob-
tains the mutton he requires at 5d. a pound.
I get my wheat gristed, and the man gets his
fiour at the cost priee. I meet him in this
way, and it pays to meet him. This shonld
be the policy of the State. If it were the
pelicy of the State, there would be less in-
- dustrial unrest, because the men engaged in
producing would feel that they were produc-
ing for themselvezs as well as for the rest
of the people. 1 wisk to explode the fallacy
that, by carting fertiliser over the railways
at a loss of £20,000 per year, the Govern-
ment are embarking on a good business pro-
position. The same argument, if it were
sound, might be applied to every other item
carried over the railways. TIf the Govern-
ment make a loss of £20,000 on any article
carried over the railways, how can it be
contended that it is a good bunsiness pro-
position§ It is not more ressonable to cart
a commodity at a loss for one ssction of the
community than for another section of the
community, No doubt the Govermment em-
"barked upon this scheme of carrying ferti-
* liser cheaply in order to give primary in-
dustries gome advauntage but no man could
possibly claim that it is a good business
propesition. Tt might be ealled a good busi-
ness proposition if the Government could
see their way to grant the same concession
to everyone else but, if they did se, they
could not expect the revenue and expendi-
ture to balanece, ]
. Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is good for de-
velopment.
. Mr, TROY: I do not think so. Next year
we shall have o pay 15s. a ton more for
our fertiliser. I
are bringing down some rock for the fer-
tilizer companies at a great loss to the rail-
ways., The community get no advantage
from that. In my opinion the companies
are making an unnecessary charge by in-
creasing their rates from year to year. Here
is an opportunity for the Government to
step in. After the Government hring down
rock at low freights—rock which is to be
converted into fertiliser—and give cheap
freights to the farmer, the companies make
the profit. I guarantee they are not operat-
ing at a loss. This is where the Government
are making a mistake; tbis is where the
trouble occurs, The Chamber of Commerce
is quite satisfied that the State should carry
on those operations which involve a loss, so
long as the Government leave the profitable
concerns in the hands of private enter-
prise such as the Executor Company, the
Western Australian’ Bank, the Chamber of
Commerce, Mt. Lyell Company, and Cuming,
Smith, Ltd. They are guite gatisfied so long
as the good things arve left in their hands,
but, in the general interests of the country,
_that sort of thing is bad indeed. The Gov-
ernment are eritieised for the losses in-

-

I know that the Government
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curred. We are told that the Government
are not business men, that they do not show
business ability. Immediately they do show
Lusiness ability they are told that they are
out for their poundl of flesh, and that they
should Dbe generons. This is not an aid to
good government. The Government are not
allowed to show business ability at all when
they ure compelled to carry on the business
of the country in the most unbusinesslike
manpner possible, and when the profitable
businesa of the country ia in the hands of
people represented by members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House whose suppert is
lost immediately the Government attack the
interests they represent, This country can-
not progress under such conditioms. The Gov-
crnment will bring about national suicide
if they increase the burdens upon the prim-
ary producers to a greater extent than exists
to-day. 1 warn the Premjer that if the
railway rates go up the mining industry will
be exterminated.
The Premier: The wages have to be paid.
Mr. TROY: Let the Premier tax the mer-
chauts in the c¢ity and make them pay
their quota. )
The Premier: They will net pay taxes.
They pass them on all the time. :
Mr. TROY: If the Premier would compel
them to pay a stiff income tax they could
not pass it on altogether. I would confis-
cate any income that exceeded a certain
amount. How could a merchant pass on the
tax if his income or profit could be con-
fiscated so far sds any sum exeeeding, say,
£5,000 net was concerned? It would not
pay him to pass it on.
Mr. Davies: He sweuld not wmake that in
the second year. )
Mr. TROY: It would not pay him to do
Consider the helplesz attitude of fhe Pre-
mier. He says, ‘‘These men will pass on
any taxation.’’ The business man paases it
on, we are teld, and eannot be taxed.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The worker has to

50.

ay.
P Mr, TROY: A measnre should he intro-.
dueed by which these men ean be compelled
to pay their fair quota of taxation. Any
Jnecrease in railway vates will utterly eripple
the baek country.

The Premier:
services rendered.

Mr, TROY: An increase in railway rates
will mean higher cost of living in the back
country, and this in turn will mean another
demand for inecreased wages. The indus-
tries cannot stand it. The wheat grower,
who will get 10s. 2 hushel this year for his
produce, will be able to stand it, and the
wool grower will alse be able to pay it, he-
cause his costs are not very heavv. The min-
ing industry cannot stand it. This question
was broueht under the notice of the Minis-
ter for Mines on the Murchison recently. It
was stated in Kalgoorlie that the small in-
crease asked for wowvld ¥l the miping in-
dustry. What is the use of preaching about
the development of our great gold mining

People must pay for the
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industry when a policy of this sort is put for-
ward? It is mere talk and humbug, and
there is ‘mo sincerity in it. The poliey
proposed by the Government will ruin. West-
ern  Anstralia. Once the mining industry
goes down, it will not very readily prosper
again. We are told by the Premier that
there is a shortage of labour in the gold-
mining industry. Of course there is, Cue
» Meekatharra, Youanmi, and other centres
being striking examples of this state of
Men are being advertised for at
£1” per shift ai Payne’s Find, but they can-
not be secured. Most of the men engaged in
the industry are .falling into ill health and
have no desire to remain in it. Onee they
leave, they will never go back. The only
reason why they stay is becanse they have
been so long -connected with it that they are
afraid to break with- it, Many men who
come to the surface cannot do a day’s work
on the surface for at least some time, and

they have not got the wind. Once they
hreak with the industry, - they will
break with it for goed. Their wives are

-most anxious that they should do so, because
they see their husbands going to an early
grave. Théy are alse most anxious- that
‘their children should not embark upon the
industry. If the Premier overburdens the
industry it will have to eclose down, and,
when people leave it, they will not return.
to it. They would not go back to it now
if they had other oceupations found for
them. It iz a most unhealthy industry, and
one which T would never ask a friend of
mine to embark upon.
Progress reported.

BILL—ROADS - CLOSURE.
Becond Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [10.22] in moving the second reading
said: This is the sort of Roads Closure Bill
that we have almost every session. On this
occagion two of the roads proposed to be
closed are in Fremantle. No doubt the mem-
ber representing that distriet will know all
abont them. Every session we have to elose
or alter the line of -some road in Fremantle.
It is evident that some foresipght was want-
ing in years past on the part of the lceal
anthorities, or we should not have been

. troubled as we are now.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: There was no sub-
divisional plan,

The PREMIER: In Fremantle there is a
square known as Queen-square, not very far
from King’s-square. The who]e square has
been placed on the plan as a road way. It
is in faet registered as such. It is now.pro-
posed to alter that. TFor instance, Parry-
street will continue through this gsquare.
There are four small blocks which form a
square, the sides of which run east and west,
and north and south. These roads will not
be interfered with. The block which forms
the square will in future not be registered
as a road. .

. other subdivisions.
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The PREMIER: I kuow, and they will be
set apart for garden purposes. The fact that
théy are gardens and not roads has caused
us to make this alteration, to which there
can be no objection, .

Mr. Smith: Where is the plan%’

The PREMIER: We have a plan. here.

Hen. W, C. Angwin: There is a dangerous
corner for traffic there.

The PREMIER:  Even in Fremantle it is
hardly necessary to have a road seven chains
broad, which-is what the road is at present.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is very dangerous
there, There is a school on one side and a -
sharp corner on the other.

The PREMIER: I kngw, I am submit-
ting this proposal at the request of the Fre-
mantle Council. Tt is ridicelous that this
land, which forms a square, should.be regis- -
tored as a road. It is also proposed te grant .
o proportion of Philips-street at North Fre-
mantle to the British Imperial Oil Co., in
exechange for & portion of Lot 47" The por-
tion of the road to be e¢losed is a portion of
Philip-strest. At present it runs over a sand
hill, and is nseless as a road. In exchange
for this, portion of Lot 47, adjoining Lance-
lot-street, is to be given by the British Tmn-
perial 011 Co. This is being done with the
approval of the North Fremantle Couneil
anit will have the cffect of improving the
road. The third proposal is to close a puhl-
lic right of way in the Udue repurchased
cgtate. The estate has been bought and sub-
divided, with the result that the right of way
is not needed. It does not serve anyone,
and was merely a right of way set np on the
original subdivigion, When the.estate came ~
into thke hands of the Government, the right
of way had to be closed to fit in with the
There ean be no objec-
tion to this. The fourth proposal is one in
which hon. members will probably take some
interest. It refers to the closing of a road
passng in froat of the present Supreme
Court buildings. I will lay on the Table of
the House a litho. showing what is intended
te be done. There is a road running between
the “Treasury (ardens and.some of the fore-
shore which has been improved. The ground
ig fenced in amd there is a road running
for about 200 yards into a dead end. At
present there is a eontinuvatign of the road
but it is not a public read. “The road I am
agsking the House to agree to close merely
runs for 200 yards past the Supreme Court

They are gardens

" building.

Mr. Mungie: The public will not be able
to use it at all as a road.

The PREMIER: Tt cannot be used now,
beeanse it rons to a dead end. The publie
are permitted to go along the foreshore
where there is a gravel track, but it is not
a public road. It is not- desirable that pub-
lic vehicles should have the right to pass by
the Supreme Cowrt buildings in any ecase.
We will not allow the road to be used.” There
is no reason why heavy traffic should go over
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it, because there.is plenty of room for it else-
where. The closure.of the street will-not in-
terfere with the traffic, which will merely be
diverted to another road near the water.
The plan will show what is proposed and in
what manner the traffic will be deviated.

Mr. Smith: W]mt ia the reason for closing
the road?

The PREMIhR The reason is that it runs.
into a dead end. .

Mr, 8mith: We do not close all roads that
run into dead ends.

The PREMIER: I am sure the Houge will
agree to close this road. It is neeessary
that there .should be quietness near the Su
premne Court,

Hon, W, O, Angwin: Is this a Government
road?

The PREMIER: No, it is a public road
200 yards in length.

Mr. Smith: Have there been any complaints

" about noise?

The PREMIER: There have been
plaints. We only propose to close this road
to heavy traffic, not to pedestrians, The
portion which is at present a road will be
added to the gardens, which will thus have
their area extended to that part of the fore-
shore now being imprdved, The grounds
are largely used by the general public, and
will be of tonsiderably greater value for
recreation. purposes, The road has only been
wsed so far by motor cars and brewers’
‘carts,

My, Munsie: Did the brewers’ carts use it
to supply the Supreme Court with beer?

The PREMIER: If hLom.

road I would like them to visit the locality
and see what is going on there.
they will be satisfied that the enlarged
grounds wiil be an advantage. The only in-
convenience will be that caused to those who -

formerly drove over the road with heavy
vehieles.

Mr. Foley: Black Maria will have to go a
- bit further.

The PREMTER: Of course quletness must
be observed in the vieinity of the Supreme
Court. There were complaints a little while
back about the ncises that were going on in
connection with a Fair which was held on
the grounds in the vicinity of the Supreme
Court. -

Mr. Smith: Those Fairs will continue just
the same from time to time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tell us ahout the
other road referred fo in the Bill,

The PREMIER: I have referred to four,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There are five pro-
posals in the Bill

The BREMIBER: I shall lay the plans on
the Table of the House and when the Bill is
in Committee I shall give hon. members any
_further information they may desire.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin debate
adiourned,

‘House adjourned at 10.838 p.m.

com- -

members have’
any doubt about the wisdom of closing the ~

I am sure-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Tegistative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 28nd September, 1920.

PAGE

Questions Wheat for local consamption ., 882
Firewood Compsny, haulage. 8%

Bills : ngh School Act Amendment, SE. ggg

Buildtng Societies, SR.
Agrloult

Moilons: ural Bank Act, to permlt- aver-
drafes . 682
Electricity, tidal generatlon 884

(hm.mmsloner of Ballways, nppaintment of

feut.-Col. Fope, 837 |
BetLrement of J' I. 0 Ne.l]] to inqujre by Se]ect.

Com 639
Workors* Uompenant.ion Act to amend

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers. .

QUESTION--WHEAT FOR LOCAL -
CONSUMPTION,

Mr. TROY (without notice) asked the
Honorary Minister: What quantity of wheat
was required for local consumption and seed
in Western Australia last year?

The HONQRARY MINISTER replied: I
am not in a position to answer that question
without netice.

QUESTION_LAKESIDE FIREWOOD
COMPANY, HAULAGE.

Mr, MUNSIE asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, How much is the Takeside Fire-
ood Compa,ny paying for the use of Gov-
ernment engines to hanl firewood from Lake-
side to Kamballie? 2, What revenue, if any,
were the Government receiving for' the use
of the ling when the company was using its
own engines?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The company now pays 7d. per ton
on firewood hauled, being 3d. per ton for the
use’ of the Govarnment engine. 2, Fourpence
per ton oun firewood hauled.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, High Sehool Aet Amendment. .
Retirped to the Council with au amend-
ment.
2, Building Societies.
Transmitted to the Couneil. .

MOTION—AGRICULTURATL BANK.
To permit overdrafts.
Mr. THOMSON (EKatanning) [4.40]: I
move— ) .
That, in the opinion of this House, the
provisions of the Agricultural Bank Act,
1906, should Le amended in the diredtion



